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Welcome to Our Newest Member:

www.SwissAmericanHistory.org

The Swiss American Historical Society is
pleased to announce our online presence for
members and the larger community.

We hope that our website will become a place
where people can interact by exploring issues of
interest to Swiss-Americans such as Genealogy,
Current Affairs, and Swiss-American History.
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THE SWISS AND THE NAZIS: HOW THE ALPINE REPUBLIC
SURVIVED IN THE SHADOW OF THE THIRD REICH

Stephen P. Halbrook 1
At the SAHS Annual Meeting on October 7, 2006, this author presented
his new book, The Swiss and the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived
in the Shadow of the Third Reich (Casemate 2006). 2 To give the reader a
panorama of the book's contents, the following provides sample excerpts
from each chapter of the book.
While surrounded by the Axis powers in World War II, Switzerland
remained democratic and, unlike most of Europe, never succumbed to the
siren songs and threats of the Nazi goliath. This book tells the story with
emphasis on two voices rarely heard. One voice is that of scores of Swiss
who lived in those dark years,
told through oral history. They
mobilized to defend the country,
labored on the farms, and helped
refugees. The other voice is that
of Nazi Intelligence, those who
spied on the Swiss and planned
subversion
and invasion.
Exhaustive documents from the
German
Military
Archives
reveals a chilling rendition of
attack plans which would be
dissuaded
in
part
by
Switzerland's armed populace
and Alpine defenses.
Laced with unique maps and
Co un esy of Case mate Publi shing Co mpany
photos, the book is organized into
four units. The first, A War of
Words and Nerves, reveals German prewar subversion plans. Chapters also
depict how the Swiss mobilized an active "spiritual defense" of their
country, including the use of the press and cabaret as weapons against
'Attorney at Law, Fairfax, Ya.; Ph.D. Florida State University, J.D. Georgetown University.

In addition to books on American constitutional history, Halbrook is author of the awardwinning Target Switzerland: Swiss Armed Neutrality in World War II (1998), which was
also published as Die Schwei z im Visier, La, Suisse encerclee, La, Svizzera nel mirino, and
Cel: Szwajcaria . He is featured in Secret Passages: Episode 5, History Channel (Swiss
Alpine fortifications). See www .stephenhalbrook.com.
2
Casemate Publishers, 1016 Warrior Rd, Suite C, Drexel Hill, PA 19026, (610)-853-913 l,
casemate@casematepublishing.com.
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totalitarianism, and the role of Swiss newsreels in building the spirit of
resistance.
The second unit, Preparing for Invasion, concerns military preparations.
Swiss soldiers recall an epoch when every day could have been "the day"
when all hell would break loose and they would meet the enemy. Blitzkrieg
plans against Switzerland devised by the German Wehrmacht in 1940 are
described in detail. Switzerland was an armed camp with countless
fortifications, against which the Axis could have attempted access with
extreme costs in blood. In Switzerland, Jews - like all other citizens were in arms, and Jewish officers served in the highest levels of the Swiss
army.
Struggle for Survival: Food, Fuel and Fear , the third unit, presents oral
histories of daily life during the war with its shortages, alarms, and rumors.
Jokes and slurs the Swiss devised to characterize the "Nazi pigs" are told.
Daily life is probed, including the role of women in the military and the
economy. A chapter on the refugee crisis investigates whether Swiss
officials played a role in Germany's adoption of the "J" stamp on Jewish
passports, how Switzerland became a lifeboat for refugees, and how asylum
policies were liberalized as the persecution of Jews escalated.
Espionage and Subversion, the fourth and final unit, covers strategic
issues and intelligence activities. German attack plans and bickering in the
Gestapo about who would rule a conquered Switzerland persisted. One
chapter focuses on Davos, where the Swiss struggled against a Fifth Column
and which became a safe haven for American airmen whose crippled
bombers made it to Swiss territory. The last chapter profiles Switzerland as
America ' s window on the Reich - how Allen Dulles and his OSS spied on
the Nazis, at times with help from Swiss Intelligence.
The book was reviewed by the Neue Zurcher Zeitung, under the title "A
Memorial for the Active Service Generation: American Praise for
Switzerland in the Second World War." 3 The review notes:
"Halbrook makes a devastating appraisal of the Bergier Report: None of
the significant topics it discusses are properly treated in the 25 volumes of
the Swiss Historical Commission; the one-sided report concentrates on the
economic relations of Switzerland with Nazi Germany, which was
inevitable for the surrounded country to survive, and eludes a
comprehensive, systematic analysis. Above all, Halbrook criticizes the
Commission for failing to interview eye witnesses, to the extent it was still
possible. It thus rejected the opportunity to make use of the method of 'Oral
History.' Halbrook availed himself of this method extensively and comes ..
. to the conclusion that the Swiss of the active service generation, who were
ready to sacrifice their lives against an invasion of Nazi Germany,
represented the country's 'Greatest Generation."'
3

"Ein Denkmal for die Aktivdienstgeneration: Amerikanische s Lob filr die Schweiz im
Zweiten
Weltkrieg,
" N e u e Zurch e r Z e itun g,
24 . Juni
2006,
http://www.nzz .ch/2006/06/24/pl/articleE6PVB.html.
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Chapter 1. Eyes of German Intelligence.
Today, at the German military archives in Freiburg im Breisgau, one
may examine a large box filled with numerous local maps showing
fortifications and compiled by "Nachrichtendienst le: Schweiz" (Intelligence
Service le [Army Group CJ: Switzerland), and dated August 18 through
December 28, 1939.
Included are tourist maps, official maps, topographical maps and
military maps of all kinds. Intelligence agents drew in pen the positions of
machine gun nests, bunkers, munitions storage, and every other known
defensive shelter. To gather this intelligence, German spies and informants
were obviously present in every village, town, and city. The only reason to
gather detailed intelligence of this kind was to prepare for an attack. Swiss
authorities, aware of this activity, forbade the sale of maps.
The German Intelligence reports provide a comprehensive picture of
what the Swiss thought of the Third Reich. A remarkably candid assessment
was distributed by the OKW dated November 17, 1939.4 The following are
some excerpts:
"[T]he Swiss population is very hostile towards Germany .... 90% of
the population has a negative attitude towards Germany, 5% are indifferent,
and at best 5% have a positive attitude ....
Reich German citizens are
reportedly called bad names such as 'Sauschwob' [Swabian pig] and
'Nazihund' [Nazi dog], and German business people are threatened with
boycotts. In the recent past, a number of such upright Germans have been
expelled from the country ....
Jewish emigrants in their blind hatred are
inciting people against anything German and, of course, they are not open to
objective arguments. The reports point to Zurich [Jews] as the center for
intelligence.
"We have learned that the Federal Council is striving to impose
neutrality on the press ... Reportedly, the press showed a certain reluctant
restraint after that, but the tone towards Germany was still spiteful and
nasty .... Given the population's attitude, German propaganda is showing
little effect. According to the reports, the Swiss simply do not believe the
Germans anymore and even think that the German radio is lying.
"[T]he Swiss military routinely refers to the Fuhrer using the most
obscene terms .... Reports show that Poland enjoys great sympathy all over
Switzerland .... France and England are said to be appreciated because the
Swiss reportedly assume that Switzerland will retain its current size if the
Western forces win, while they fear that the German-speaking part of
Switzerland will be annexed by Germany if Germany wins .... " The report
ends as follows:
France is loved,
Frankreich wird geliebt,
England is admired,
England bewundert,
Germany is hated.
Deutschland gehasst.
4

Bundesarchiv/Militarchiv ("BNMA") RW 5/357.
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Chapter 2. Hanging Hitler in Satire
This chapter examines the two leading sources of satire in Switzerland
which - in the face of shrill German diatribes - lampooned and infuriated
the Nazis. One was the Nebelspalter, Switzerland's leading magazine of
humor and political cartoons since 1875. It took no prisoners, publishing
hugely popular caricatures of the national socialisms of both Germany and
Russia. Cabaret Cornichon was the other. Its writers and actors kept
audiences in stitches with rollicking live performances which openly
mocked the pretensions of the Third Reich, even in the darkest days.
Nebelspalter, September 1939: Nazi Germany and Communist Russia
had just attacked and partitioned Poland. The picture shows a gruesome
Nazi hugging an equally gruesome Communist. Both are laughing and
dripping with blood. The caption: "The New Friends. 'We now have to wipe
off the dirt we threw at each other for so long! "' 5
August 1940: Western Europe has fallen to the German blitzkrieg.
Switzerland is surrounded but armed and determined. In this cartoon, a
short, fat Swiss man, his dog at his feet, folds his hands before a sharp Nazi
face. The main caption: "If need be, pretend to be deaf!" The sub caption is
a little lesson on "playing dumb" and thwarting the Nazis:
"Isn't it true, every man possesses his own rifle?" "No no, my dog
is called Mopsli not Trifle." "Don't you keep your rifle ready all the
time?" "Unfortunately, Mopsli eats more than he can handle at one
time." "Will you please listen: a heavy rifle and rounds of
ammunition?" "Well, this is true, for Mopsli food is always a
temptation." "As far as I know, you also maintain an Ortswehr
(local guard)?" "I agree, Mopsli is too fat by far."
May 1945: With the Axis finally defeated, Nebelspalter could lambaste
with no holds barred. One cartoon is captioned, "The very last reunion." The
deceased Hitler and Mussolini, with black wings, ascend over ruins of cities
and piles of corpses.
The Cabaret Cornichon became so popular that the Zurich police feared
that its shows might provoke the Germans to take measures to punish all of
Switzerland ....
On May 25, 1939, the police reported that the German
Consulate General in Zurich had complained about the performance, which
by that time had rocked the city with its defamatory satire. The report
explained:

5

Gegen Rote und Braune Fauste: Das Weltgeschehen van 1932-1948 in 342 Karikaturen
aus dem Nebelspalter (Nebelspalter-Verlag Rorschach, 1949).
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In "The Rat Catcher," an announcer opens by telling Swiss children
that Switzerland has become a part of the Third Reich. The Rat
Catcher then enters and uses his flute to hypnotize the children to
determine how they react to the Anschluss. Then actress Voli Geiler
comes on the stage. She declares that her mother, a very fashionable
French-speaking Swiss, had strongly favored the Anschluss. But
now, she laments, all her jewelry has been stolen. Her broches
[brooches] and all her money went to the "boches" [slang for
Germans]. This entire sketch is directly anti-German ... and the
applause of the audience shows that it has had its intended effect. 6
The Zurich police duly admonished the Cornichon and author Walter
Lesch, that it was "not nice" to insult foreign peoples. Lesch didn't give an
inch. He held his ground and refused to strike anything from the scene.
A performance in May of 1942 drove the Nazis mad. Two actors are
standing in front of the curtain. One of them is selling the Nazi newspaper,
the Signal. The other, a passer-by, notices that a picture is printed on the
paper. He shouts "Is that him?" - meaning Adolf Hitler. "Yes, that is
him"- "I want to cut out this picture and frame it!" - "What, do you want
to hang it on the wall at home?" - "I do not know yet - either I will hang
it or put it on the wall [for execution]." The audience roared, but in most of
Europe at that time jokes about killing Hitler would have gotten the
humorist hung or put up against the wall to be shot.
Chapter 3. Counterattack of the Newsreels

The author interviewed Paul Alexis Ladame, the head of the Swiss
Wochenschau (Weekly News) during 1940-44, and received comments on
this chapter by Hans Laemmel, who headed it during 1944-61.
"National Defense and the Ortswehren (Local Forces)" is the title that
flashes across the screen in movie theaters in Switzerland in August 1943. A
dramatic voiceover intones: "May 1940: Attack on Belgium and Holland;
breakthrough of Panzer forces far into the hinterland. Paratroopers,
saboteurs, evacuation of the civil population .... call of the General for the
formation of the Ortswehren (Local Defenses)." 7
An alarm signal sounds and a ready unit of Ortswehr men grab their
rifles and run out, secreting themselves along a barricaded road with
Molotov cocktails or other explosive devices at the ready; an enemy vehicle
appears; the devices are lit and several are hurled at the vehicle; the vehicle
explodes; nightfall comes with the sound of heavy weapons fire;
camouflaged Ortswehr members hide in the deepening shadows; finally
larger units of the Swiss army are shown moving into position.
6
7

Elsie Attenhofer , Cornichon: Erinnerungen an ein Cabaret (Benteli Verlag Bern, 1975).
La,ndesverteidigung und Ortswehren, August 1943, Armeefilmdienst.
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Swiss Major Roland Ziegler noted about the German newsreels: "The
purpose was to prove to the Swiss that the German Wehrmacht could not be
stopped from crushing every enemy and the Swiss were still under a kind of
idyllic Seldwyla illusion regarding their defense readiness." (Seldwyla is an
imaginary Swiss town in a novel by nineteenth-century Swiss author
Gottfried Keller.) Ziegler explained:
"While the newsreels intended for Germany showed infantry battles at
length, they were almost completely missing on the German newsreels
destined for Switzerland. On the other hand, the Swiss were shown in detail
what they did not have. For example, the newsreels would show the
following potpourri: (i) huge bombers bombarding cities and train stations
followed by the Zibelemarit [November onion festival] in Bern, followed by
attacks by large tanks, (ii) submarines in attack mode followed by the
Knabenschiessen [annual boys' shooting match] in Zurich followed by dive
bombers ....
The purpose was clear: Swiss moviegoers should leave the
theater with the impression that nothing could be done against the German
army and all the Swiss were doing was play." 8
The American magazine Fortune reported in 1941 while the U.S. was
still neutral:
There are 360 movie houses in Switzerland .... The movie houses
show both American and German newsreels. The Nazi reels move
with a peculiar jerkiness, a result of the removal of all "Heiting" for
the Swiss market. The Germans are still puzzled, but found that
Swiss audiences laughed uproariously at every sight of a grim-faced
German shooting up his hand like a railroad signal and grunting
"Heil, Hitler!" One theatre had to stop the film to restore calm after
a scene in which Hitler himself had said "Heil, Hitler!" 9
A soccer match between Switzerland and Germany in Zurich depicted
in film in April 1941 had obvious symbolic value. Crowds swamp the
stadium and citizens anxiously listen on the radio; the German players line
up and give the Heil Hitler salute as a band plays; the members of the Swiss
team coolly keep both arms down at their sides; the game is filled with
exciting plays; the crowd is ecstatic as Switzerland wins 2 to 1. 10
Colonel Oscar Frey wrote to the Adjutant General in May 1941 that the
Swiss films must confront the German film initiatives directly and as
quickly as possible. "Example: The German newsreel shows a tank attack.
Answer: Swiss Ik. [lnfanteriekanone - infantry antitank cannon] exercises,
going into position, shooting. Final picture: a shot-through tank armor." 11
8

Major Roland Ziegler, Geschichte der Sektion Heer und Haus 1939-1945 (AHQ Bern
1945), 47.
9
"Switzerland Sits Tight," Fortune (Sept. 1941), vol. 24, pages 74, 112.
1
°
Fussballmatch: Schweiz-Deutschland, April 1941, Schweizer Filmwochenschau.
11
Ziegler, Geschichte der Sektion Heer und Haus, 50.
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Chapter 4. I Was a Militia Soldier Then
The reminiscences of Swiss who actually lived through the period of the
Third Reich provide a rich source of information on life in those dark days,
particularly concerning resistance to the Fifth Column within Switzerland
and the ever-present and real threat of a German invasion.
Listening to persons who actually experienced and survived a given
historical epoch presents a unique opportunity to understand how people
really felt. Yet the "Independent Commission of Experts" recently managed
to publish 25 volumes on Switzerland during the period when Nazism ruled
in Germany without bothering to interview a single Swiss citizen who
actually lived during the war to present his or her experiences. 12 Many
Swiss of the wartime generation regard the negative picture painted therein
as the product of young leftist intellectuals with a contemporary agenda who
- through ignorance or intention - distorted the realities of that period.
This chapter is a step to allow some survivors of that epoch to relate
some of their own experiences in their own words.
Hans Kafer grimaced as he turned the subject to the enemies at home.
"There were a dozen Fifth Columnists in town. They planned to set up a
prison camp in Tigerfelden [for Swiss]. Their Gauleiter (head of a Nazi
administrative unit) was named. In 1944, the Ortswehr commander gave me,
a boy of 15, a list of five names, including a German named Disch. The
commander ordered: 'Take two names of the five. If I or my troops give the
order, arrest your two and bring them to the commander of the Ortswehr or
the battalion.' I asked, 'What if they start shooting?' He replied, 'You shoot
first!"'
Max Salm, born in 1922, recalls: "In 1940 young and old civilians were
encouraged to join the Ortswehr (Local Defense). I was in the second year
at college in Aarau, and our entire class decided to join. We all had been in
the pre-military shooting courses from age 15. We were issued old Model
1889 rifles and a red armband with the white cross to wear on the left arm,
to identify us as members of the armed forces. Our instructions were that we
should always be alert for parachutists and for people behaving
suspiciously. We wanted to shoot as many 'Sauschwaben' (German pigs) as
possible.
"We were encouraged to take our rifles and armbands everywhere,
including to college. Since it was tiring to carry a heavy rifle, we were
allowed to carry a revolver or pistol instead. I did not own such a weapon,
so my uncle gave me his Browning 6.5 mm pistol, which I still have in a
cupboard today."
Werner P. Auer was born in 1921. "I was in the army from September
1941 through the end of the war and later, in all 2,500 days of service. At
12

The Commission publications are described in http://www.uek.ch/en/index.htm. The final
report in English is Independent Commission of Experts, Switzerland, National Socialism
and the Second World War: Final Report (Zurich: Pendo Verlag, 2002).
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the borders with France and Italy, the Germans had fences with bells. The
Swiss would ring the bells as a prank and the Germans would come running.
"In the army we discussed German preparations. We did not distinguish
the Germans and the Nazis - they were the same enemy. I never met anyone
who would consider abandoning Switzerland. Passive cooperation was
excluded. People would have disappeared into the woods and waged
guerrilla warfare. The Reduit decision was not opposed and did not lead to
discouragement. People never complained that they would be abandoned."
Felix P. Bentz found himself rushing across town on his bike,
"delivering instructions and materials to blacked-out office buildings and
hospitals. Preparations to minimize the effects of air attacks were high on
the list for everybody. I was made a block warden in our street, which meant
that, after just a few hours of instructions, I would be empowered to check
on the air defense preparations of our neighbors.
"One of the key requirements was to clear all of the accumulated junk
and clutter from the typically vast attics. The only items that were required
up there were a shovel and a box of sand, which, in theory, would be used to
extinguish fires caused by incendiary bombs. Durin.g one of my lectures a
lady asked me how one could be so sure that such a bomb would fall into
the box?"
Resistance to a Nazi invasion and potential occupation was a topic of
constant discussion among the Swiss armed forces. Ambassador Heinz
Langenbacher remembers it well. "As young air force lieutenants, we often
discussed - sometimes all night - what we would have to do if the
Germans attacked and invaded Switzerland. We agreed that we would not
flee abroad, but go underground to organize a resistance movement. Our
models were the Finns whose fight for independence we admired and the
French Maquis of whose successful operations against the Germans we kept
getting breathless reports across the border."
"We discussed how we would form resistance cells in the mountains, set
up resistance groups at universities, conduct covert operations with farmers,
and obtain weapons caches from army supplies. We also agreed that we
would have to do everything possible to convince our fellow citizens that
flight would weaken the spirit of the people. We had learned in particular
from the French that mothers and daughters were playing an important role
in the resistance movement. We therefore agreed that the women would
have to be integrated into our movement from the beginning."
Karl Elsener, Sr., who was born in 1922, would inherit the family
business Victorinox. "In 1941, instructions from Bern directed that plans be
made to destroy all machines to render them unusable if the Germans
invaded. The plan was to remove important pieces of the machines - parts
that could be taken quickly - and to hide them in the mountains. This was
part of our psychological war: Germans must know that our factories will
not fall to them, and there will be few fruits of an invasion. The Swiss did
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not need to publicize this, for the German spies knew the Swiss would resist
and would sabotage their own factories."

Chapter 5. Blitzkrieg 1940
Denmark and Norway fell, and then the blitzkrieg was unleashed on
Belgium, Holland, and France. On May 17, 1940, the Abwehr - the
intelligence service of the German Oberkommando der Wehrmacht (OKW,
Armed Forces High Command) reported about Switzerland:
The entire population is against us; there is no doubt about that.
Condemnation has become even stronger since the recent events in
the north. The Swiss press has a hard time maintaining even a front
of objective neutrality. Anyone who reads between the lines sees
immediately that the hearts of the Swiss are on the other side. 13
As Holland fell, German intelligence gave this account of attitudes and
activities in Switzerland:
We have reports that the Swiss government has ordered the arming
of the civilian population and the drafting of those not fit for
military service into an auxiliary. In Basel, barricades and bunkers
have been set up everywhere. Requests for leave are being denied.
There is fear that Germans will loot Swiss banks, and it is reBorted
that banks have taken measures to move and safeguard assets. 4
The Swiss were still on high alert , as trip-wire incursions continued.
The Swiss command reported: "On Saturday afternoon foreign airplanes
entered Swiss territory in the Jura area. A Swiss air patrol immediately
pursued and engaged them, shooting down a bomber in the vicinity of
Tessenberg (Canton Bern). The bomber was German. " 15 The fact that the
bomber was German appears almost as an afterthought. In other words,
neutrality first, specific nationality second.
But this insult to the all-powerful Luftwaffe enraged Hitler. He despised
the Swiss and ordered immediate retaliation, curiously in the form of a
clandestine raid, rather than a full-fledged military assault. A June 3
directive stated: "At the request of Field Marshall Goring, Abwehr II
(Military Intelligence) has been ordered to attack Swiss fighter ai~lanes on
Swiss airfields . . .. L.2 is in charge of executing this order." 16 The raid
failed. Swiss authorities managed to apprehend the German saboteurs, who
13
BA/MA RW 4/313 , Oberkommando der Wehrmacht , An Auswartiges Amt.
(lnformationsabteilung) , 17.5.1940.
14
BAIMA RW 4/313 , Auslandsbriefpriifstelle, Stimmungsbericht Nr. 10, 27.5.1940 .
15
BA/MA RWS/359, Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, Kurze Fassung, 2.6.1940.
16
BAIMA RWS/497 , Abschrift [?].1940.
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were laden with explosives and carried plans to demolish Swiss fighter
bases.
Wehrmacht units racing through France came upon a trainload of secret
documents inadvertently abandoned by the French on a siding at La Charite
near Dijon. Those documents , quickly processed by the Germans, were a
Realpolitik bombshell. They detailed Swiss-French agreements for joint
military resistance - in blatant violation of Swiss neutrality! Moreover,
Swiss defensive plans were laid out in detail for the German high command.
While the Germans were digesting this new information, Wehrmacht
units, particularly Guderian's Panzers, were pushing demoralized French
and Polish units towards the Swiss border. On June 18 a report to the
German General Staff of a meeting in Versailles noted: " 12th Army
[German] at Swiss border. It is necessary for this army to assemble [to
prepare for a move again st Switzerland] soon." 17
Swiss intelligence obtained information that on June 24, the day France
capitulated, Hitler discussed Switzerland with Goring, Keitel , Ribbentrop,
Hess and Goebbels. Foreign Minister Ribbentrop favored an immediate
occupation of Switzerland , while General Keitel was of the opinion that
German goals could be reached through the mere threat of a massive
buildup , "without risking the sacrifice of some hundred thousand German
soldiers. " 18
On June 25, the effective date of the armi stice with France , a detailed
invasion plan was submitted by Captain Otto Wilhelm von Menges of the
German General Staff to the Army High Command, the Oberkommodo des
Heere s (OKH). It was entitled "Vortragsnoti z iiber Angri(f gegen die
Schwei z" (Presentation Notes for Attack Against Switzerland). It laid out a
surprise attack on Switzerland by Wehrmacht troops from both Germany
and France supported by Italian troops from the south.
Captain von Menge s was informed on July 13 about the revelations of
the La Charite document s establishing that Switzerland had been
coordinating its defense with the French. That communication further noted:
"There will be a meeting at the quarters of the Fuhrer where the issue in
question will be discussed. " 20
In early August, fresh, more detailed plans to attack Switzerland were
prepared once again by the same Captain von Menges who did the planning
in July. He made a first draft dated August 8 and a final version dated
17

BA/MA RH 19 III/1 28 (microfi che) Grundle gende Befehle und Wei sungen, 29 .6.12. 10. J940 , Geheime Komrnando sache, Chef des General stabes des Heer es, Besprechun g
in Ver saille s am 18.6.40 , 29 .6. I 940.
18
Klau s Urner , "Die Schweiz muss noch gesc hluckt werden! " 62-63 ; Halbrook , Targe t
Switzerland , 117.
19
BA/MA RH 2/465 , Vortrag snotiz iiber Angriff gegen die Schweiz , 25.6.1940. See Urner ,
"Die Schweiz muss noch gesc hluckt werden! " 52-55, 151-54; Halbrook , Targe t Switzerland ,
118.
20
BA/MA RHJ 9 III/129 , Ober st i.G.Miiller von Hptm.i.G . von Menge s, Op. Abt. , 13.7.40 .
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August 12. The plans were divided into two parts: "Der Deutsche Angriff
Gegen die Schweiz" (the German attack against Switzerland) and "Der
ltalienische Angriff' (the Italian attack).2 1 The plans included detailed ma~s
showing attacks by infantry, border, motorized and panzer divisions. 2
While predicting a quick victory, Menges warned: "The individual soldier is
a tough fighter and a good sharpshooter."
On August 26, General Franz Halder of the OKH High Command
ordered preparation of a revised invasion plan to be executed by Army
Group C. He knew that "Switzerland is determined to resist any invasion by
exerting all her strength." There had clearly been discussion between Hitler
and Mussolini. Halder wrote: "Italy demands the Swiss territory south of the
Bernese and Glarus Alps as being in its sphere of interest. Italy is ready to
invade this territory if German forces march into northern Switzerland at the
same time." 223
Hitler typically instructed different operations branches to plan different
tasks without informing the branches of competing assignments. At least
two plans were prepared in this period quite independently of each other.
The first would have utilized Army Group C, while the second utilized the
German First Army.
The first plan was Operationsentwurf Schweiz - Tannenbaum (Draft
Operations Plan Switzerland - Christmas Tree.) It was submitted for
consideration by General Wilhelm Ritter von Leeb of Army Group C on
October 4 in response to the August 26 directive from General Halder of the
General Staff's Operations Section. 224
Hitler had made the fateful decision to attack Russia in the spring. This
may have been part of the reason the whole Tannenbaum operation was
cancelled abruptly on November 11, 1940, by a telephone call by Captain
Worgtzky of the General Staff: "The Operations Division is reporting to the
Army Group that plan 'Tannenbaum' is no longer relevant because it has
been overtaken by events." This was relayed to the head of the General
Staff. 25
A second invasion plan, independent of Tannenbaum, was presented on
the same date as the original Tannenbaum, October 4. General Staff Major
Bobo Zimmermann submitted a detailed battle plan to Armeeoberkommando
I (OAK 1, the High Command of the First Army) entitled "Studie iiber
einen Aufmarsch gegen die Schweiz aus dem Raume der I. Armee" (Stud~
Over a Deployment Against Switzerland from the Zone of the First Army). 6
BAIMA RH 2/465.
BAIMA RH 2/465, K-2, Krafteansatz, 2097/482; K-3; K-13 through 19.
23
BAIMA RH 2/465, Fiche 3, Row 3, Geheime Kommandosache, OKH, 26.8.1940.
24
BA/MA RH 2/465, Fiche 3, Row 3, Heeresgruppenkommando
C, Betr.:
Operationsentwurf Schweiz ("Tannenbaum"), 4.10.1940.
25
BA/MA RH 19 IV/3 (MF), Anruf Hptm.Worgitzky11.11.40
Tannenbaum.
26
BA/MA RH 20-1/368, Nr. 00 I, Rows 2-3, Armeeoberkommando 1; Studie iiber einen
Aufmarsch gegen die Schweiz aus dem Raume der 1. Armee, 4.10.1940.

21

22

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2007

15

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 43 [2007], No. 1, Art. 8
2007]

The Swiss and the Nazis

15

It warned emphatically: "No operation into the Alps!" Zimmermann wrote:
"The Swiss army has fighting power and spirit, especially in that they are
defending their own country. The army makes good use of terrain and is
very skilled in guerrilla warfare. Swiss soldiers have considerable technical
skills. We would therefore run into tough resistance .... "
Despite the danger, German agents continued to report that the Swiss
favored the Allies. "Propaganda against the Reich" was the subject of an
OKW analysis which explained Swiss "neutrality" as follows:
We have reports that a brigade commander of the Swiss army made
the following statement to his officers: "It is our task to remain
steadfast and firm as a rock. We must hope that England will do the
same. Then Nazi Germany will certainly be defeated. You must
meet any defeatism with vigor. You must make it clear to our
officers and troops that the Swiss army can absolutely hold its
ground against the German army. Only dive-bombers and tanks of
the German army are highly developed and both are instruments of
27
combat which are useless in the high Alps."

Chapter 6. Switzerland Is a Porcupine
The defenses of the Limmat Line around the city of Baden exemplify
the Swiss defenses before the fall of France in 1940, when a Wehrmacht
attack was still expected to come from Germany. This author was shown the
remaining fortifications by Dr. Walter Ltiem, the leading expert on the
subject today. 28 The Divisionar (Major General) of the 8th Mountain
Division had prevailed on General Guisan to position the defenses on the
south side of the Limmat, where steep banks rise up against a precipitous
mountainside. The Germans would have had to cross the river and face
murderous fire from artillery, machine guns, and rifles hidden throughout
those commanding heights.
Swiss strategy for a Nazi attack in the vicinity of Baden took advantage
of natural bottlenecks through which German forces would be forced to
proceed. Three rivers converge there - the Aare, the Limmat, and the
Ruess, each carving its way through impassible mountain terrain, leaving
the roads in the narrow valleys as the only passage for an army. At the end
of the bottleneck is Reuenthal, which was heavily fortified with
camouflaged cannon emplacements, extensive underground tunnels and
quarters, and antitank and machinegun nests.

27

BA/MA RW 5/358, OKW, Laufende Informationen Nr. 66, 29.10.1940.
Interview and tour with Dr. Walter Lliem, June 7, 1999, Baden. See Walter Lliem and
Andreas Steigmeier, Die Limmatstellung im Zweiten Weltkrieg (Baden: Baden-Verlag, 1997)
and tour guide , Fuhrer zur Limmatstellund aus dem Zweiten Weltkrieg (Baden: BadenVerlag, 1997).
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The major fortifications - Sargans, Gotthard and St. Maurice protected the main valleys extending into the Alpine Reduit. Its northern
entrances were defended in the gaps where the Plateau gives way to the
Alps. One such strong point was the Fortress Fiirigen, located on a lake near
Lucerne. It is open to visitors today and, then as now, from the outside one
sees nothing but rocky, vertical bluffs. The fortress is completely
camouflaged and hidden from view.
One entrance appears to be rock but is actually plaster on screen wire
over a heavy metal door. There is a cannon just inside the door, and a sign:
"Warning! Before you shoot, open the camouflage door!" One can only
imagine the dismay of any Swiss artilleryman who forgot.
Colonel Alexandre Morisod, Commandant of the Fortifications Corps at
St. Maurice-Lavey, guided this author on a tour of the St. Maurice
stronghold, a tour which would have been a top-secret briefing until
recently. Ascending the mountains, one is immediately struck by
breathtaking Alpine scenery and, if lucky, by the sighting of a Chamois.
You can make out observation points way up on the tops of mountains
which served to identify targets and direct artillery fire.
Camouflaged doors conceal entrances into the fortifications. Once
inside, there is a vast underground maze of tunnels leading to gun positions,
communications facilities, mess halls and sleeping quarters. Underground
funiculars carried men and supplies. There are whole rooms filled with
power and ventilation equipment, and every other facility necessary for this
town within the mountain. Stretches of hallways of hollowed out stone are
broken at intervals by enormous steel doors and other interior defenses
designed to thwart enemy intrusion. Cannon from 5.3 cm to 12 cm bores
were able suddenly to appear from and immediately disappear back into the
mountain positions. From the highest point, one can shoot all the way to the
Lake of Geneva or to the French border.
An essential component of the protection of Switzerland was the
issuance of a rifle to every Swiss male - Jewish and non-Jewish alike - and
service in the militia army. After the Nazis conquered most of Western
Europe in 1940, if not before, Switzerland had the highest concentration of
Jews in arms in Europe.
A tiny group of Swiss known as "Frontists" supported Nazism. In
October 1940, Frontist leader Robert Tobler in a speech and a pamphlet
attacked the Swiss Jews as against the military and demanded that they be
expelled from the Swiss militia army. Saly Mayer, president of the
Federation of Swiss Jewish Communities (Schweizerischer /sraelitischer
Gemeindebund or SIG), wrote to Lieutenant Colonel Isidor Nordmann
emphasizing that Swiss Jews served in the military with enthusiasm. A coJ?y
of the letter went to General Guisan, with whom Nordmann was friendly. 2
29

Zsolt Keller, "'L'armee est en dehors de toutes questions de confession!' Ji.idische
Soldaten und Offiziere in der Schweizer Armee 1933-1945," Bulletin der Schwei zerschen
Gesellschaftfar Judaishsche Forschung, Nr. 11 (2002), 17, 22-23.
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General Guisan replied firmly: "L 'armee est en de hors de tout es
questions de confession!" ("The army is outside of all questions of
religion!") In the military forces, Swiss Jews were no different than Swiss
Protestants or Catholics.
The late Robert Simon Braunschweig, a prominent military figure who
would become head of the Federation of Swiss Jewish Communities, was
born in 1914. He told this author in a 1999 interview: "At the second
mobilization (the invasion of France in May and June of 1940), we thought
the Germans would attack. Motor officers were scarce, and I was reassigned
to the 4th Division in Baden, an old communications hub on the Limmat
river. My motorized light gun company was to survey the north bank of the
Rhine river where German tanks had been spotted. We anticipated that they
were poised to attack us, but in fact they were preparing to attack the French
Maginot Line.
"France fell, leaving Switzerland with an open and not very defensible
flank. I had a conversation with one of my commanding officers, asking
him: 'What will you do with your Jewish lieutenant?' He answered: 'The
two of us will die together.' We both had heard the German song with the
words, 'When we go back [from France] through Switzerland .... '
"The day France fell, a few Swiss officers and soldiers disappeared and
were never seen again. They were pro-Nazi. Were they killed by Swiss?"
Braunschweig did not elaborate further on this intriguing suggestion, which
is not mentioned in the historical literature.
Korpskommandant (Lieutenant General) Herbert Constam was the
highest-ranking Jewish officer in the Swiss army (and perhaps at that time in
any army). His grandfather, Joseph Kohnstamm, had emigrated to America
and fought in the American Civil War. Herbert's father, Emil Joseph
Constam, was born in New York in 1858, but returned to Switzerland and
became a professor at a Swiss technical high school. Herbert first practiced
law in Zurich, then entered the army, rising through the ranks to colonel and
serving as the Commander of the Walenstadt Shooting School from 1934 to
1937. He then was named Commander of the 6th Division (1938-1943) and
afterwards Commander of Mountain Army Corps 3 (1944-1950). His 1944
wartime promotion made Constam one of on~ four corps commanders, the
highest rank next to the Commander-in-Chief. 0
Considered by Commander-in-Chief Guisan to be his best corps
commander, Constam was notorious for insisting on the very best shooting
skills. If a soldier did not shoot well, Constam would stand between two
targets and order the shooting to continue. 31
General Guisan put Constam in charge of anti-tank strategy. His
recommendations, based in part on the lessons of El Alamein, were to

°

3

Constam, Lebenslauf (private pnntmg , Benoit de Montmollin -Constam, CH 2533
Evilard); Ernst Wetter and Eduard v. Orelli , Wer ist wer im Militiir ? (1986), 37.
31
Interview with Paul Rothenhau sler, Stafa-Ziirich , June 6, 1999.
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integrate special grenadier forces into the infantry .32 In the spring of 1943
Guisan ordered Constam' s plan to be implemented.
An intelligence report of the German Army's General Staff entitled
Kleines Orientierungsheft Schweiz (Concise Reference Work Switzerland),
which was issued in September 1942 and revised in December 1944,
included an analysis of the top 34 members of the Swiss military
leadership. 33 It described Guisan as "Intelligent, very cautious. Behind his
overt correctness stands his sympathy with the Western powers." Constam
was described as "Sehr tiichtig. Nicht-Arier. Deutschfeindlich." (Very
capable. Non-Aryan. Enemy of Germany).
Chapter 7. Spirit of Resistance
The earliest memory of Hitler's assumption of power in 1933 by then
eleven-year old Bruno Capol of Windisch is characteristic. Like graffiti
spray-painted on buildings today, "so at the very beginning of Hitler's
takeover we found chalk-cartoons showing a man hanging at the gallows
with a swastika and the following words:"

Hitler soil an' s Seil!
Und es tont an alien Ecke,
Adolf Hitler soil verrecke!

Heil, heil, heil!
Hail, hail, hail!
Hang Hitler on a nail!
Shout it loudly to the sky,
Adolf Hitler's going to die!

At the 1934 federal shooting competition in Frei burg, Peter Voser' s
father was firing when suddenly a "Special Edition" of the newspaper
arrived. "Hindenburg is dead, Hitler is Reichsprasident!" screamed the
headlines. Voser recalls: "The men dropped their pistols, went over to the
tent and discussed the event , saying 'Hitler, this Sau (pig), now he is fully in
power, now there will be war, there will be war .... "'
Verena Rothenhausler lived 10 kilometers from the Rhine, heard alarms
at night, and lived in almost constant fear of hostilities. She was in the
Landsdienst, helped farmers after school and during holidays, and had been
trained by her father to shoot a rifle - which she would do if the Nazis came.
"My mother called a German 'Saunazi' (Nazi pig), a term which could also
apply to a Swiss with Nazi sympathies. We also called Germans
'Sauschwabe.'"
Georges-Andre Chevallaz, who would later become the President of the
Swiss Confederation, recalled: "I was born in 1915. My father was a teacher
at Verdu near Lake Neuchatel at the border with France. Everyone was
against Hitler. A Nazi was called a 'boche.' I had no fear about the Germans
32
33

Willi Gautschi , General Henri Guisan ( 1989), 628.
BAIMA DV-RH/402. Orientierungshefte .
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corning, because I was young and I hated Germany. I remember the April
1940 Order that any surrender announcement must be regarded as enemy
propaganda. This was the policy for the entire war."
The following joke recalled by Gustav and Margot Durrer about a
border exchange told during the Second World War probably had an
equivalent in the 1499 Swabian War:
One morning, at the Swiss-German border, a German soldier
handed over a package to a Swiss soldier. When the package was
opened, it was found to contain a cow cake (Kuh Fladda). The next
morning, at the same border, the Swiss soldier handed over a
beautifully wrapped package, containing a big piece of Swiss
cheese, and a note: "Each country sends its best!"
The Fuhrer himself was well aware of how the Swiss used the
derogatory term "Schwaben." At their June 2, 1941, conference on the
Brenner, Hitler and Mussolini discussed carving up Switzerland. "The
Fuhrer characterized Switzerland as the most despicable and wretched
people and national entity. The Swiss were the mortal enemies of the new
Germany, but ... Die Schwaben am Ende den Krieg doch noch gewinnen
wiirden" [the Swabians would win the war]." 34
A large number of Germans resided in Davos, which offered several
sanatoria for tuberculosis patients. Cornelia Rogger, a teenager at the time,
remembers:
The war was raging in Russia. A 15-year-old German schoolboy
said to me: "We will invade Switzerland and we will take your fur
coat for our army!" I replied: "You murderers. I' 11burn my coat
before I give it to you!" I saw him a few days later at the swimming
pool. He said: "I hope you're not mad at me." I knew he could not
swim, but I pushed him into the pool anyway and ran away.
Someone rescued him. The German consulate telephoned me to
come and answer for my act. I refused.
On April 28, 1945, Mussolini was executed and strung up by his heels
from a lamppost. The news was received by Corps Commander Herbert
Constam, who telephoned his wife and sang out: "Mussolini is dead. Ciao!"
and then hung up. He was saying "so long" both to his wife and to 11Duce,
the latter in a contemptuous manner. This was related to the author by
Cons tam's secretary and phone operator, Frau R. Braunschweig, who
overheard the remark.

34

Andreas Hillgruber, Staatsmi:inner und Diplomaten bei Hitler (Mi.inchen: DTV, 1969),
275-76.
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Chapter 8. Gas Masks and Potato Bread: Oral History

A woman went up to the General and exclaimed, "I must have
them back!"
The General, who had heard this many times, answered: "I
know, you want your husband and son back."
The woman responded: "I want my two horses back!"
Horses were critical for plowing and harvesting crops - especially to the
women who were left to do the farm work - but they were also needed by
the army for pulling artillery and hauling supplies in rugged Alpine terrain.
The Women's
Auxiliary
Service,
known
as the FHD
(Frauenhilfsdienst), was a popular organization formed to assist the Swiss
Armed Forces. Their activities, which ran the gamut from nursing to
watching for aircraft, included services traditionally provided by women as
well as activities meant to free the men for armed service. An FHD
recruiting poster read: "Schweizer Frauen meldet Euch zum FHD. Jede
FHD Macht Einen Soldaten far die Front Frei." (Swiss women, join the
FHD. Every FHD enlistment frees a soldier for the front.)
In a 1999 interview, FHD member Esther Terrier recalled: "I was in Girl
Scouts, and my family was patriotic. My father and brother were called up
in the general mobilization of 1939. I was 18 in December and joined the
FHD Army Hospital administration. Everyone thought that the FHD
represented solidarity and showed you had a positive attitude. We learned to
march and wore Scout uniforms. Those who were not Scouts before the war
wore aprons. Those who were 20 or older wore the Swiss arm band and had
a service book." The armband identified them as members of the Armed
Forces, and the service book recorded their military training and service.
Like male soldiers, FHD members wore IDs called "death tags" Americans like to lighten the topic by calling them dog tags. The tag of one
FHD veteran, which this author examined, reads: "Alice Renold-Asper,
22.12.19 [birth date] Prot[estant], Dattwil AG [address], D [Dienst or
service], Chef [commander]." The tag is oval shaped and can be broken in
the middle - half stays with the dead body; the other goes to the family.
Frau Renold-Asper, whose neck graced that tag, was asked what were
members of the FHD instructed to do if the Germans invaded? Alice
explained: "I learned how to use a pistol. Our order was to stay in place and
keep working unless we received new directives. Some lost their nerve and
needed psychological counseling by clergy. We were attached to troops, so
we would also have become prisoners of war if the Germans came and
captured them. We knew we were not to cooperate. We were prepared for
the worst.
"The FHD served in refugee camps. Hundreds of Italian women and
children would arrive at the same time. Once, instead of the expected 160
women and children, 160 partisans arrived." The Italian partisans were no
doubt escaping from the Nazi occupation forces in northern Italy.
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21

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 43 [2007], No. 1, Art. 8

2007]

The Swiss and the Nazis

21

Gertrud Seiler has a vivid memory of the day the war began in
September 1939: "General mobilization! What an unforgettable day! I was
only 14. When Father got orders to report to the Army, he was in the middle
of a delicate process at the factory. But he dropped everything, dashed home
and immediately packed to leave. We stood around him, deeply depressed
and full of anguish. Father hardly spoke and refused to be seen off by any of
us. I disregarded his wish and tagged along with him for a short distance. I
clung to his hand and felt his fingers tightening around mine. I said more
than a thousand words! His features were tense and twitching as he bent
down to kiss me farewell. The only words he was able to utter were 'Bhilet
Di Gott!' (God bless you.) His blessing accompanied me all my life! He
then went off ... alone. Would we ever see him again? What would become
of our country? How was Mother going to manage with her four children
and with the family business losing most of its male employees? Tears,
anguish and prayers swept through our whole country."
Hedwig Stamm, whom this author interviewed when she was a veryalert 92 years old, worked for Heimat und Lager from the late fall of 1942
until 1948. More precisely, the organization was called Eidgenossische
Zentralleitung der Heimat und Lager/Directionfederale des homes et camps
- Federal Administration for Home and Camp. She acted as the right hand
for Dr. Heinrich Rothmund, Director of the Police Division in the Federal
Department of Justice and Police, administering over 50 "homes" (tourist
hotels) for refugee women and children, the majority of whom were Jewish.
The men stayed in camps nearby. The first to open was the Hotel Bellevue
in Schaffhausen. The network of refugee hotels eventually reached from
northern Switzerland down to Interlaken and west to the Lake of Geneva,
and to the south in Ticino. For military security reasons, hotels in the Reduit
were not used for refugees.
Hedi Koppel Moore told an interesting anecdote that well illustrates the
curious ways of Swiss democracy. In Switzerland the Federal President and
other officials are basically treated like anyone else. Many people would not
even know the name of the President or recognize him on the street. Marcel
Pilet-Golaz was Federal President in 1940 and thereafter became the
Foreign Minister. In 1943, Hedi went to work for the Foreign Office in
Bern. "One evening I was waiting to sign out of the building when PiletGolaz arrived. He swept past the sentry who sternly called him back. He
protested, 'I am Pilet-Golaz!' The sentry said only, 'Anyone can say that!'
Pilet-Golaz was required to sign in. No one knew who he was because he
did not arrive in a limousine with flags-he took the streetcar to work.
Chapter 9. The "J"Stamp, the Lifeboat, and Refugees

The charge is often circulated that in 1938 it was in fact the Swiss who
suggested to German officials that passports of German Jews be stamped
with a "J" so they could be readily identified - and denied access. During
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the wartime period, the senior bureaucrat who made and enforced
controversial immigration decisions was Heinrich Rothmund, Director of
the Police Division of the Federal Department of Justice and Police
(Eidgenossisches Justiz- und Polizeidepartement, EJPD). Wartime decisions
in this area were exhaustively reviewed in a 1957 report commissioned by
the Federal Council and authored by Professor Carl Ludwig. 35
On September 2, 1938, Dr. Otto Kocher, German minister in Bern,
asked Rothmund if a general Swiss visa requirement could be waived if
German passport holders who were Jews were identified as such. Rothmund
replied that it was "technically" possible, but made clear "that we could not
follow the course provided by Mr. Kocher." In other words, the Swiss would
never agree to identify "their" Jews.
Despite this apparent rejection of a "J" stamp by the Swiss , Privy
Councilor Roediger of the German Foreign Office informed Swiss Legation
counselor Kappeler that Germany was preparing "to mark German passports
issued to Jews," and would require a similar mark on Swiss passports issued
to Swiss Jews. Kappeler responded that "special identification of the
passports of Swiss Jews was impossible on both practical and constitutional
grounds." Rothmund telephoned Kappeler that any such [passport]
discrimination "against Swiss Jews is out of the question."
The Germans opposed Rothmund's insistence on a general visa
requirement. On September 17, 1938, in Bern, he had a stormy meeting with
Kocher and Hans Globke, the German Legation counselor, who withdrew
the German demand for reciprocity with respect to Swiss Jews but
announced that Germany would unilaterally place a mark on the German
passports of non-Aryans. Rothmund shot back the query of "how other
categories of emigrants would be singled out if the struggle against the
churches should be revived,"
Rothmund then reluctantly journeyed to Berlin to negotiate what would
become the German-Swiss Protocol of September 29, 1938. The German
representatives began with the announcement: "For the execution of its laws
and regulations against those Germans defined by the Ni.irnberg laws as nonAryan, for domestic and foreign purposes, the German government needs an
identity document designating them expressly as such. Domestically an
identity card will be introduced which is compulsory for non-Aryans, and
German consulates abroad will identify non-Aryans on passports."
Regarding the latter, "all passports issued in Germany for traveling abroad
will have on the left top of the first page a special mark for Jews in the form
of a circle with a diameter of 2 centimeters and an inserted 'J."'
Faced with the fait accompli of the "J" stamp on German passports, the
Swiss delegation insisted that Swiss Jews must suffer no discrimination.
Rothmund "emphasized vigorously that an agreement would be
35
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unacceptable if it made a distinction between Swiss Aryans and Swiss nonAryans. He said Switzerland did not make such a distinction and would not
allow it. Rather, it treated Swiss Jews as full citizens. He said that we did
not need anti-Semitism and would prevent it from arising." The 1999
Bergier report, which implies that Swiss policy was anti-Semitic, selectively
ignores this statement and all expressions of like kind.
In 1954, the Swiss periodical Beobachter (Observer) published the
untrue assertion that Rothmund originated the "J" stamp. The author
misidentified German minister Kocher' s above mention on September 2,
1938, of marking the passports of German Jews as being that of Rothmund,
who instead strongly rejected the idea. The uproar from the accusation
prompted the Swiss Parliament to order a full report on refugee policy
during the war. The subsequent report by Professor Carl Ludwig - which
remains the primary source on the subject - provided all of the relevant
documents and established Rothmund's repeated rejection of the "J" stamp.
The Bergier report dramatically claims that 24,398 refugees were
"turned away at the border" and "expelled during the war years." 36
Importantly, this figure reflects not the number of people, but the recorded
number of times that persons, most of them anonymous, attempted access
into Switzerland and were denied. That number is by no means the same as
the total who ultimately were denied entry. Bergier made this blatant
statistical blunder by counting multiple attempts as multiple persons,
thereby greatly inflating the numbers. As recorded in many refugee
accounts, a person might not be successful in entering Switzerland on the
first or second try , but often was granted entry later. A more sophisticated
mathematical study by Prof. Jean-Christian Lambelet estimates the actual
number of persons actually rejected at about 5,000. 37
Yet Switzerland's restrictive decrees about refugees readily made
exceptions for children, families with children, the sick, and the elderly.
Able-bodied adults not automatically granted asylum had better chances of
fending for themselves; many were nonetheless granted entry. Toward the
end of the war, when credible evidence of the Nazi extermination of Jews
became firmly established , all Jews became eligible for automatic entry, and
Swiss officials did their best to rescue foreign Jews.
A 1946 issue of the Atlantic Monthly put it in perspective: "America
might have taken in 1,225 ,000 [Jews], since our population is 35 times that
of Switzerland; actually, we did not take as many as Switzerland." 38
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Chapter 10. Consequences of Encirclement
Switzerland spent the years 1941 through 1945 virtually under siege.
Encircled by the Axis powers, threatened with invasion, and subjected to
constant subversion, the Swiss Confederation endured.
Planning ahead, the Germans expected that the Eastern question would
be resolved quickly. In that likelihood, a new German attack plan against
Switzerland was submitted on July 14, 1941, by a Major Wiest to Colonel
Adolf Heusinjer, Chief of the Operations Division of the German Army
General Staff. 9 Heusinger was a key planner of Operation Barbarossa, the
attack on the Soviet Union, which now was rolling over whole Russian
armies. Wiest entitled the plan "Untemehmen W' (Operation Wartegau).
The gist of the plan was as follows:
Our sea transport planes will be gathered on Lake Constance - if
necessary also on the lakes of Upper Bavaria - and loaded with
troops, in particular light motorized troops. Those planes can then
land - all at the same time - on the numerous lakes which form
an almost connected string of waterways bordering the middle
section of Switzerland. Such a water landing will be a complete
surprise to the enemy.
Heu singer had other fish to fry. The Russian advances were staggering
and a logistical nightmare. In the short run, Switzerland had little to
contribute and no Lebensraum. So he was willing to let the little country
continue as a Wartegau (waiting to be a Nazi Gau) a little longer.
In September 1942, the Division for Foreign Armies in the West of the
German Army's General Staff put together a Kleine Orientierungsheft
Schweiz (Orientation Booklet about Switzerland). It included a brief
exposition of the Swiss Army's fighting qualities:
Under the Swiss militia system, all men fit for duty are registered at
relatively low cost. This militia system maintains the martial spirit
of the Swiss people and establishes an army that, for such a small
country, is strong, well organized, and quickly mobilized.
Swiss soldiers love their country and are hardy and tough. They are
excellent marksmen and take good care of their weapons,
equipment, uniforms, horses and pack animals. In particular Swiss
Germans and soldiers from the Alps are reputed to be good
fighters. 40
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BA/MA RH 2/465, Major Wiest, Gruppenleiter 1, Oberst i.G. Heusinger, Chef
d.Op.Abt.i.Gen.St.d.H. 14.7.1941.
40
Prof. Dr. Walter Schaufelberger, "Das 'Kleine Orientierungsheft Schweiz,"' Neue Zurcher
Zeitung, Nr. 177, 21/22 Mai 1977 (quoting chapter 8).
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Despite this warning that any attempt to occupy Switzerland would be
fiercely resisted and costly, Gestapo chief and SS Reichsfiihrer Heinrich
Himmler was making detailed plans for the occupation of Switzerland. He
even named specific Nazis he intended to govern there. SS Gruppenfahrer
(Major General) Gottlob Berger was in the SS hierarchy directly under and
reported to Himmler. Himmler named Berger to head the Schweizer Referat
(Swiss Project). Berger wrote to Himmler on September 8, 1941 concernin,fl
who might become Reich Commissar of a Nazi-occupied Switzerland.
Nazi officials were already fighting among themselves over who would
become the Nazi leader of conquered Switzerland.
Swiss intelligence on their part had a source in the German high
command known as the "Wiking Line." On March 19, 1943, the Swiss
learned from this informant that the Germans, anticipating an Allied attack
in Italy, were once more planning to invade Switzerland. The Swiss believed
that mountain troops were concentrating in Bavaria. The definitive account
of this episode, which became known as the Marz-Alarm (March Alarm), is
set forth in a book by Pierre Braunschweig. 42
The German general staff feared that Italy would capitulate. It is likely
that several invasion plans were formulated during this period. The on~
surviving plan was authored in late 1943 by SS General Hermann Bohme. 3
Bohme's attack was targeted for the late summer of 1944, preferably in
August. But any preparations were abruptly halted with the Allied invasion
of Normandy in June 1944.
After the war ended, the Swiss government prepared a report detailing
known Nazi subversive activities against Switzerland. The report was
introduced as an exhibit by the Allies in the Ntirnberg war crimes trials. 44
The Office of Chief of Counsel for War Crimes of the U.S. Army described
its import as follows: "Report by the Swiss Federal Council to the Swiss
National Assembly on anti-democratic activities during the war years has it
that SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Berger knew of a plan, advanced by the SS
Main Office, aiming at extending Nazi rule over Switzerland." The report
was categorized under "SS" entities and "Preparation for Aggressive War,"
and noted:
Particular reference is made to a document contained in Swiss files,
bearing the letter heading "The Reichsfiihrer SS, SS Hauptamt,
Aktion S," in which a detailed plan is set forth for the realization of
the German intention to establish Nazi rule in Switzerland.
41

U.S. National Archives, Tl 75, roll 123, frame 2648463.
Braunschweig, Geheimer Draht Nach Berlin, 259-94 ( 1989).
43
Ernst Uhlmann, "Angriffsplane gegen die Schweiz, " Allgemeine Schwei zerische
Militiir zeitung (Dec. 1949), LX, 841-49.
44
U.S. National Archives , Office of Chief of Counsel for War Crimes , APO 696 A, U.S.
Army , Staff Evidence Analysis, 8 December 1947, attaching NG [Nuremberg trial
document] 4137.
42
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This intrigue against Switzerland in the last months of the war indicates
the degree to which she was still under threat of Nazi attack. The full extent
of the Nazi threat to Switzerland during World War II has never been
adequately documented or acknowledged. This study seeks to contribute to
an understanding of that subject, which is not even mentioned in the studies
by the governmental "expert" commissions published in the late 1990s and
early 2000s in the United States and Switzerland. The reality was that the
Swiss patriots, rifles in hand, stood up to the Nazis, threatening an
unacceptable loss of German blood in the event of an invasion.
Chapter 11. Intruders in Our midst

The 1936 assassination of the German Nazi Wilhelm Gustloff by David
Frankfurter, a Jewish medical student from Yugoslavia, was a watershed
event that would bring Davos onto the center stage of Swiss-German
relations. The Nazis viewed Frankfurter as a cold-blooded Jewish murderer.
The Swiss, by contrast, saw Frankfurter as either a misguided but
sympathetic youth or as a modem-day William Tell.
Rather than leading to the persecution of Jews, the Gustloff affair led
the Swiss to clamp down on Nazi organizations within the country.
Germany was outraged. The homicide and ensuing trial dramatically
escalated Nazi hatred of Switzerland. German officials attended
Frankfurter's trial daily. The Nazis elevated Gustloff as National
Socialism's first martyr abroad.
Between 1943 and 1945, 166 American planes landed or crashed in
Switzerland. Allied planes came to Switzerland as a place of refuge after
being damaged in battle or because of spent fuel or mechanical failure.
Some 1,742 Americans, mostly airmen, would be safely interned in
Switzerland during the war. The American airmen who were officers were
interned at the Palace Hotel in Davos.
Armin Camenisch, who was born in 1933, recollects: "We boys in Chur
did not go to the air raid shelters, but instead often watched the fleets of
American B 17 and B24 bombers and the attacking German fighters which
flew overhead.
"On November 16, 1944, at the town of Malix, I saw a B24 crash. The
Swiss Home Guard appeared with rifles. The Americans thought they were
dead and cried, 'Please don't shoot!' The Home Guard did not know who
the Americans were, but one soldier said 'Schweizer,' and then the
Americans knew they were in Switzerland. The only Swiss there who spoke
English was a young girl. The pilot gave her his parachute and her mother
later made blouses from it! They were all reunited in 1998.
[Note: The American flyers later formed the Swiss Internees
Association, under the leadership of Bob Long. Their numbers have
dwindled over the years, but their most recent annual meeting was October
22, 2006.]
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Lists of subversives were drawn up with an explicitly ominous
intention. Swiss patriots in the Davos area originated their own secret Local
Defense organizations by 1937, three years before the Swiss military created
the Confederation-wide Ortswehr, in which 120,000 armed volunteers
served in more than 2,800 communities. These local organizations made
lists so that Nazi sympathizers could be rounded up and imprisoned or
executed in the event of a German onslaught.
Chapter 12. America's Window on the Reich: Allen Dulles in Bern

The recent declassification and publication in 1996 of many of Allen
Dulles' OSS dispatches from Bern shed new light on the significant role
played by Switzerland in the struggle against Nazism. 45
For instance, Dulles urged planning from London to help organize
French guerrilla warfare and resistance programs. "For reasons explain[ed]
separately 511 proving cooperative and this greatly facilitates the
maintenance of communications across the border with groups." The
number 511 was the code number for the Swiss intelligence service, headed
by Roger Masson, who Dulles referred to as "Bones." Dulles did not
identify specific Swiss agents when using the number 511. What was
significant was that "511" cooperated with OSS assistance to the French
resistance.
In a telegram in mid-March 1944, Dulles expressed concern about a
meeting between Swiss intelligence chief Roger Masson and Walter
Schellenberg of the Gestapo. Dulles believed that "the controlling Swiss
authorities have a basic desire for an Allied victory," but others hoped for a
compromise peace. Dulles thus presented evidence of possible leaks "in
strictest secrecy to the highest Swiss Quarters" - headed by General Henri
Guisan, commander of the Swiss armed forces. Dulles continued:
General Guisan has just indicated his wish for a confidential
conversation with me ....
I am convinced that his integrity and
devotion to our ideals are unimpeachable ....
Dulles used the code name "Castle" as a general indicator for messages
dealing with the German threat to Switzerland. Under this category Dulles
sent a telegram recording his March 1944 meeting with General Guisan as
follows:
Recently I talked to General G. [Guisan] .... I think that his reason
for requesting a talk with me was to try to gain some indication of
whether or not it is probable that France will be invaded in the near
future. It is evident that he fears the threat to Switzerland present in
45

From Hitler's Doorstep: The Wartime Intelligence Reports of Allen Dulles, 1942-/945,
ed. Neal H. Petersen (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1996).
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the fact that the Nazis may wish to use Swiss railroads to transport
Nazi forces into safety in the event of a retreat of the Germans from
the South in case the attack is carried on simultaneously in the
North and South. We have assigned General G. our 839.
Thus, General Guisan became code number "839," a standard OSS practice
to protect the identities of contacts in case the message was intercepted.
During the unfolding of the Allied campaigns, Guisan informed Dulles
of the following shocking intelligence: "A report concerning Nazi
preparations for bacteriological warfare was being carefully checked by
839's SI [Guisan's Secret Intelligence] services. According to rumor,
scientific experiments were conducted in laboratories at Lyon; the product
was produced then forwarded to Leipzig."
On November 3, 1944, Dulles met with General Guisan, who passed on
intelligence that Hitler appeared to have made a speedy recovery from the
July 20 attack, but was later bedridden for three months due to cerebral
hemorrhage caused by shock .... Guisan ("839") then addressed a different,
sensitive topic, accidental American bombings of Switzerland:
839, who is a good friend of ours, was obviously seriously
disturbed at repetition of our bombing attacks on Swiss towns and
villages .... Assume everything being done to prevent recurrence.
Swiss intelligence would play an instrumental role in Operation Sunrise,
secret negotiations over two months which resulted in the surrender of
German forces in Italy. On March 8, 1945, Dulles and a Swiss intermediary
met with SS General Karl Wolff. Dulles reported on April 24 about SS
General Wolff s visit of the previous week to Berlin in an attempt to
persuade Hitler and the Nazi leadership to surrender. Wolff had provided
this information to two Swiss intermediaries in the surrender negotiations,
Swiss intelligence Major Max Weibel and Professor Max Husmann. Wolff
got the same reaction from Hitler as Dulles had from the Allied leadership:
German forces in Italy would not be allowed to surrender to the Americans.
Despite the intransigence on both sides to prevent the surrender of the
German forces in Italy, on April 26 the Joint Chiefs of Staff relented and
directed that SS General Wolff could proceed to Allied Force Headquarters
in Caserta to surrender. A Soviet representative would be present. On May
2, the Wehrmacht forces in Italy surrendered.
Most telling is that the two major sources which are critical of
Switzerland's role during the Second World War - the politically-driven
United States' Eizenstat-Slany report (1997) and Switzerland's Bergier
Commission report (2002) - fail to include any reference to Allen Dulles,
the OSS, or to Switzerland's role as America's window on the Reich.
Perhaps in the future the full documentation of Swiss cooperation with
American intelligence will be brought to light.
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[For more detail, the following has more recently been published:
Halbrook, "Operation Sunrise: America's OSS, Swiss Intelligence, and the
German Surrender 1945," in "Operation Sunrise". Atti del convegno
internazionale (Locarno, 2 maggio 2005), a cura di Marino Vigano Dominic M. Pedrazzini (Lugano: Lepori e Storni Arti Grafiche, 2006).]

Conclusion
Like the Americans, the Swiss had their own "Greatest Generation," and
it included all of those who were ready to lay down their lives had the Nazi
hordes come over the border. How tiny Switzerland stood down the Nazi
monolith is a lesson worth remembering in the annals of human freedom.
Stephen P. Halbrook
Fairfax, Virginia
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Memories of a Long Life
Gustav T. Durrer

r

Dr. Gustav Durrer, dentist

Childhood Memories
The first big event of my Jife was on the 26th of September 1911, at two
in the afternoon, when I first saw the light of the world. I was entered in the
civil register of the city of Luzern as Gustav Theophil Durrer, Luzern, son of
Dr. Gustav Durrer, senior; citizen of Dallenwil (Nidwalden) and Luzern. My
parents and sisters (aged 2 and 4) lived in the Lowen-Platz in Luzern.
When I was three and a half years old, my dear mother died. A few
memories of her stand out very clearly in my mind. Vividly I see her before
me as she lifted me up to sit at the breakfast table. She was wearing a blue
dress. I a]so remember so distinctly when we children were informed of the
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loss of our dear mother. I was in my little bed and could not understand why
my sisters were crying.
I first really comprehended the loss of my mother when I had to carry a
wreath to her grave on All Saints Day. It was a cold autumn day and the
wreath was very heavy for a four-year-old boy.
In later years I could understand my father much better after he
explained to me that his mother died at his birth. Often he said: "If only
Semmelweiss had lived at that time." (Dr. Semmelweiss, a Hungarian
physician, practiced in Vienna. Because of his discovery of disinfection, the
number of deaths due to childbed fever was considerably reduced.)
In his youth, my father was under a guardianship, as his father was
irresponsible in matters of finance. His guardians wanted to have him
become an apprentice to a watchmaker. When he expressed the desire to
study and insisted upon it, he received the answer: "Young man, you should
be whipped." Fortunately, the government councilor who supervised the
guardianship took matters in hand and saw to it that he could study. After
his matriculation in Einsiedeln he received a degree in dentistry and
concluded with a D.D.S. (Doctor of Surgery) in Chicago, U.S.
Wonderful memories of Christmastime still remain with me today. My
sisters and I looked forward to this holiday, as we were always surprised
with beautiful toys. When I was two or three years old I was given a whole
menagerie of little wooden animals. Shortly after Christmas they suddenly
disappeared. Then they reappeared on the next Christmas and my parents
were astonished to hear me remarking to myself, "Aha, here are those
animals again."
As I grew older, only one item was on my Christmas list: electric train.
And indeed, on Christmas, that longed-for magical machine stood on a track
encircling the Christmas tree, awaiting my starting command. This
command was given and the engine rushed forward in the direction of the
first tunnel. However, this was too narrow and the locomotive ended its
maiden voyage carrying the tunnel on its back.
On the other hand, a tonsillectomy in the doctor's office brings back a
painful experience. The doctor's assistant held me in her lap, clamped my
legs between hers and the chair legs and held my hands tightly behind my
back. The order was given: "Say 'A'!" In that the injection hardly had any
effect, the "A" rose to a loud, high "C". Patients in the waiting room were
privy to the whole song. Afterwards I walked home, accompanied by a
friend of the family. It was a cold winter day and this episode ended with a
middle ear infection. For ten very sick days I lay in bed. At that time
antibiotics did not exist- however, weeds are indestructible!
The School Years
My schooling began in the primary school of the Meihof District. My
clearest memory of those four first grades was of the methods of punishment
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that we had to endure when we made mistakes. In the first two grades,
Fraulein Ulrich, actually a good teacher, already impressed us by her
towering stature and it would not have been necessary to underline her
natural authority with the use of her hand. But this she could not withhold.
Those needing punishment were taken over the knee and the seats of their
pants were worked upon with a long bamboo cane.
In the third and fourth grade, our teacher Toxler grabbed a ruler to beat
us on our fingers or pulled us by the hair - which was just as painful - when
things were not working out at he wished. In the last two grades we had the
good fortune to get a very understanding teacher. We no longer needed such
a hard discipline. These two last years were the best of primary school.
Later, when my family moved from the Lowenplatz to a Villa in the
Dreilindenstrasse, I had to walk back and forth to school twice a day. In
winter I could somewhat shorten this about one half an hour each way by
sliding over the snow covered slope on my schoolbag and thereby avoiding
a long stairway. At home, they wondered why my schoolbag always became
shabby so quickly.
Then a new chapter of my life began. My duty-bound and concerned
father planned an academic career for me - apparently also with the hope
that someday I would follow him in his profession. So he registered me for
admission in the prep school "Stella Matutina"in Feldkirch, Voralberg,
Austria. It was a Jesuit school, with the reputation of being the best in
Europe. At that time the Jesuits were not officially recognized in
Switzerland, but with exceptions, tolerated.
On the first stretch toward my new shore my father accompanied me to
Zurich. While I was trying to comfort myself with a consomme with an egg
in it at the restaurant of the main railroad terminal, my father was giving me
farewell advice: "Be industrious, bring honor to Switzerland." Shortly
afterwards I was handed over to the care of a priest who collected the few
Swiss scholars and brought us to Feldkirch. Our train took us to Buchs (the
border of Switzerland to Austria), where we had to debark. Proudly I
showed my passport to the custom officer and watched while he checked
whether I sufficiently resembled the photograph in the passport.
Upon arrival at the Stella, we were installed and informed about the
daily program. Everything was defined and carefully regulated: Arising,
Mass, Breakfast, Study, Sport, etc. The first thing that we had to endure was
an admittance exam. When Father Faller, our class teacher, complimented
me on my composition, I knew that I had passed my exam and that my
previous education from Switzerland was sufficient to continue in the
secondary school in Feldkirch.
Although Feldkirch was quite a distance from Lucerne, I was quite
happy there. Twice a day, in summer and winter, we had sport activities. We
especially enjoyed the indoor swimming pool, in which we were allowed to
swim from time to time. Discipline was strict. During study time we were
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Fall 1926: In Feldkirch in 1926
not allowed to speak one word to each other. Once I was caught and my
punishment was to learn by heart two pages from the Greek poetry of
Homer. I still remember today the Greek quotation that Father Faller often
used: "A child spoiled is a child poorly educated."
Often students from the "Stella" had to be brought to the hospital
because of appendicitis. Regardless of what time of the year, the victims
were carried on a stretcher through the streets to the Hospital.
After the operation, they were again carried through the streets directly
from the operating room back to the infirmary of the "Stella". The only
thing missing was the town band! One is amazed how these customs were
different from those of today; but all recovered from the procedure, and the
transportation was free!
Once when I was a patient myself in the infirmary, I observed how the
sleeping patient was brought back to consciousness by shaking and gentle
slaps on the face. His teacher, whom he apparently did not like too well,
visited one patient there. Still under the influence of the anesthesia, he
shouted to his visitor, "You are a miserable chap!" The Father retreated
hastily.
While still in secondary school, I received an invitation from my
godfather, Dr. Valentin Bucher, a friend of my father, to spend summer
vacation in Stans. Dr. Bucher was a lawyer and manager of the Hotel
"Krone", in Stansstad. I had often gone swimming there with his son Hans.
The management had organized a race with small boats, with a bottle of
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champagne for the winner. After many of the guests complained because we
always carried off the prize, we were eliminated from the race. When this
vacation came to an end, I was always depressed. The wonderful times were
over and I would have to return to "prison" again. I am still in contact with
my good friend Hans. Such friendships of youth are never forgotten.
My last three years of secondary schooling were completed in Schwyz.
The change from the Jesuit school to the "Maria Hilf' Kollegium was not
easy for me. However it had to be, as I would not have been able to take up
my studies at a Swiss university without matriculating in Switzerland.
The beautiful landscape of Schwyz with the two impressive Mythen
Mountains in the background meant very much to me; however the general
atmosphere of the college there was quite different from Feldkirch. I was
very interested in sports and the possibilities of pursuing them there were
quite limited. While our daily schedule in Feldkirch adhered strictly to a
reasonable routine, in my new school we often had to follow rules that did
not make any sense to me.
Such, for instance, was the" March to the Dining Room", subjected to a
strict ritual. Before the meal, we had to form two columns and then under
strict silence march into the dining room. This theatrical performance got on
my nerves and I decided to find relief. So, one day as the two columns were
in motion, with the Prefect in the middle, suddenly a dissenting murmur was
heard from the end of the line. Immediately the Prefect hurried to the source
of the disturbance, but now there was a dead silence and the sound erupted
in the front of the line. When the Prefect went to the front, the noise then
came from the back and when he ran to the back, the noise was heard
coming from the front again. The Prefect, brought to a sweat, suspected (and
quite correctly) that the author and director of this clever production of
mischief could only have the name of "Durrer".
There was no long wait for the punishment. Directly preceding my
English class I was locked into a spare classroom, with the order to copy
several pages from a book. I just had time to whisper to a classmate, "Tell
this to Professor Weder". Before long I heard his outraged voice and with
that I knew help was coming. He assisted me to escape through a window
above the door. Inevitably I was reported to the Director, an uncle of my
prefect. This venerable man, growing too old for his post, spoke to me:
"Durrer, you can pack up. We have no use for people like you." Then he
contradicted himself, "The next time you can pack up. I am going to write a
letter to your father, so he is informed in case you suddenly appear at his
doorstep.
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Professor Weder and His Class, 1926
This whole episode upset me very much and I considered leaving the
school. Again Professor Weder came to the rescue. "Don't be so stupid", he
said. "You only have two years to hold out until you get your
matriculation."
To this good teacher and good person I owe much gratitude. In the
beginning of my time in Schwyz he helped me with private lessons in
English, so that I could catch up with my classmates, who had already had
two years of study. At first he was very strict but when he saw that I was
industrious and made progress, he said: "Now it goes well, and we can
speak differently with each other." He praised me and gave me confidence
in myself. Unfortunately in my last year in Schwyz Professor Weder was no
longer on the teaching staff. His replacement, Professor Hilari, doubted that
I would be able to pass the English exam without having had the first two
years of study. After the matriculation exam he reported to me, "You made
the highest marks of everyone in the exam."
The great day for our Kollegium was the celebration of the 75th year of
its existence. In anticipation of this event our division prefect cancelled a
traditional excursion. We were therefore not in the mood to accept the honor
that the management gave our student fraternity "Suita" of leading the
celebration parade with their flag bearers, dressed in red jackets, white
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trousers and boots reaching up to the hips. In total agreement we declined
the invitation with the excuse that we were not prepared to march in a
parade that did not respect our vested rights. When we then were placed
under pressure; we united to protest and protect ourselves, under the battle
cry of "Knif." This title comes from the first letters of the password,
"Kommt nicht in Frage" ("We won't think of it") - namely, that we would
never give in. This led to the name "Knifania" that became the slogan of our
class of 1931, and as such was registered in the book of the history of the
Kollegium "Maria Hilf'. It is to be pointed out here that we emerged
victorious from our battle with the authorities.
That happy outcome of our successful challenge so strongly united the
class that, in the style of the Riitlischwur (original legendary oath of
independence of the Swiss), we swore to stand together for all our life. In
fact, since our graduation in the year 1931 we still gather every year for a
Knifania Meeting. Since 1986 my friend Hans Koller, with whom I have had
a close friendship since our student days, has organized these reunions.
Several times I have come from America to take part in them. It was always
a great pleasure to see these friends of my youth. Regretfully, the circle is
getting smaller each year.

First Years in America
In younger years, with youthful optlilllsm, one tends to project the
future on a fairly straight line. Life usually alters that course. Circumstances
change, and we change with them. Events in and around us shape our
destiny. Roadblocks and crossroads force us to choose an unplanned route.
1939-45 was such a time when many
lives were drastically changed, due to
the dramatic developments in Europe
and the Far East. These events were to
alter the course of my life also.
To America for a Year-August

1939

After graduating from dental
school in Berne, Switzerland in 1936, I
practiced for three years in the office
of Dr. Steiger in Zurich. Both Dr.
Steiger and my father (a dentist
practicing in Lucerne) had taken postgraduate courses in the United States.
Encouraged by them, I decided to go
to America for further studies.
Not Seasick yet!
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My application for a year's course at the University of Pennsylvania had
been accepted six months prior to my departure. I had purchased a ticket for
sailing to America on the S.S. Degrasse, and one for returning in a year on
the S.S. Champlain. Hitler had already occupied the Rhineland in 1936 and
Austria in 1938. In spite of the dark clouds hanging over Europe, I was
optimistic.
How vividly I remember sitting in the train in Paris on the way to Le
Havre, in the beginning of August 1939. The sky was gray and so was the
mood of the people. The station was crowded. Many had tears in their eyes
as they bade farewell to family and friends. Slowly the train started to move.
It was a very emotional moment, with more tears and sadness. A priest
seated next to me remarked, "II y a bien des gens qui ne se reverront plus."
How prophetic he was!

University of Pennsylvania Dental School
On September 1st, school began. I was now a student again. My
temporary home was a room near the school. I paid my rent promptly;
whenever I could catch my landlady sober enough to sign the receipt.
More disturbing news came from Europe. The German troops had
marched into Poland on September 1st. France and England declared war on
Germany. World War II had started. Many Swiss had to return immediately
for military service. In spite of being able of body and mind, I had been
rejected from service because as a lanky six-footer, my chest circumference
did not meet the archaic army requirement of measuring one-half of the
body height - and no amount of strenuous push ups remedied this deficiency.
Being placed in the classification of "Hilfsdienst" had always been a great
disappointment to me. However, I finally found solace, when the Swiss
Embassy informed me that this classification allowed me to stay in America
and finish my studies.
I enjoyed the courses at the University of Pennsylvania. Teachers and
students showed a great deal of understanding and were very helpful to us
three foreign students (a Dutchman , a Scotsman and myself). At first we
were surprised at the strict control of the students' attendance and
performance. Each student was assigned a seat in the lecture room and after
the lecture had started, the numbers of all empty seats were recorded. Soon
Thanksgiving came around. I enjoyed American hospitality, being invited
by one of the professors to my first Thanksgiving dinner. It was a very nice
experience to be part of a happy family gathering. A faculty member,
Professor Hermann Prinz, took a friendly interest in me. Being of German
origin, he appreciated conversing with me in his native tongue. He was a
most interesting person, with four doctoral degrees to his name and several
textbooks. On Saturdays the school closed at noon, and Professor Prinz
often invited me to his home. After lunch I helped him organize his vast
collection of books in different languages. He had many interesting stories
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to tell. While working in Detroit, he struck up an acquaintance with the
owner of a bicycle repair shop that he passed on his way to work. The
owner's name: Henry Ford.
May 15, 1940. The morning papers screamed the headlines: Holland
and Belgium had been attacked. We were all greatly affected by the news. I
was concerned for my Dutch friend, and I found him in a telephone booth,
in tears. "Had I only followed your advice to have my father open an
account in the United States instead of sending me a monthly check! Now
the money is frozen. I thought Holland could never be invaded. We have our
dikes for defense!"
As the school year came to an end, I found myself facing another
decision. Professor Prinz had encouraged me to stay in the United States
another year, working as a dental intern and attending as many lectures and
dental meetings as possible. I applied to and was accepted at the
Guggenheim Dental Clinic in New York City. I canceled my return trip
ticket on the S.S. Champlain. (Years later; I learned that the ship was used to
transport French soldiers from Africa to the war front and early in the war
had been sunk by the enemy.)
The American custom of students taking summer jobs solved my
problem of filling in the time before starting at the Guggenheim Clinic in
September. I found an opening as swimming and tennis instructor in a
French camp for girls in Deer Island, Maine. I took the required Red Cross
course in lifesaving and presented myself to the owner of the camp. She
offered me a ride to the camp in her car. When she registered at the hotel
where we were to stay overnight, the desk clerk assigned us a single room.
The camp owner blushed and quickly corrected that. "No, he sleeps alone."
My duties as counselor were to supervise the swimming and give a course in
lifesaving. In exchange for this I could spend the summer in beautiful
surroundings and enjoy the facilities of swimming, hiking, tennis and riding.
One young bobby soxer asked me why I was not married, and I told her that
nobody wanted me. She quickly answered, "I think you would be a good
catch."
Guggenheim Clinic and the International House
The Guggenheim Clinic (now no longer in existence) was an excellent
institution, which provided dental care to needy children. The children and
their parents were instructed in proper dental care and proper nutrition. It
was a good learning experience for a young dentist and offered the
opportunity to attend many interesting lectures.
My salary was $120 a month, but times were different then. Subways
and buses cost 5 cents, as did local phone calls. By staying at the
International House for students, I could just live on my salary. There I
could get a good breakfast for 25 cents, dinner for 50 cents. A sandwich and
coffee at a lunch counter near the clinic was also 25 cents. I supplemented
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol43/iss1/8

40

et al.: Full Issue

40

Review

[February

my salary by giving French lessons to a Chinese student. Attending lectures
and meetings of the different dental societies added to my professional
knowledge. Also rewarding was the opportunity to meet students from all
parts of America as well as from many other countries. Speakers from
various fields offered interesting presentations on international subjects. We
students often received invitations from American families and, of course,
had opportunities to explore New York.
Around Christmas time, Mrs. Carnegie invited us to her house on Fifth
Avenue. The reception was in a huge entrance hall. In the center of the hall,
a large Christmas tree was slowly revolving on a motorized stand. Tea was
served after we sang several Christmas carols, and then each one of us
passed by Mrs. Carnegie and was handed a pencil. The Rockefeller family
(who had funded the International House) invited me and other members of
the student council for a meeting at the Colonial Inn nearby. I recall the
congenial, informal manner of the Rockefellers. Nelson Rockefeller, who
was sitting next to me, told of his recent visit to Switzerland and how much
he had enjoyed a boat ride on the Lake of Lucerne.
Some of us students decided to go to Harlem to see 'Father Divine'. We
had heard about this self-appointed Evangelist, who was said to be God by
his followers. We attended a meeting at one of his so-called 'Heavens". The
hall was filled with worshippers, most of them black. Admission was 15
cents. We were given a soft drink, spaghetti and some ice cream. Soon
Father Divine entered and the crowd came alive. People jumped up and
down, shouting in unison: 'Father Divine! Father Divine!" He went to a
podium and began to preach.
"Isn't he wonderful?" said a man next to me. "Yes," I said, "but tell me,
why do they say he is God? He looks like any one of us." Obviously
annoyed by my question, he raised his finger and said, "Now look here,
fellow. You had a drink, dinner and dessert. You paid only 15 cents. Now
who else but God can do this?"
After the talk, several followers approached the podium and gave
testimony to the influence of Father Divine in their lives. I remember
particularly a white man who confessed, with tears in his eyes, that he had
been caught in the web of a very bad woman until Father Divine
straightened him out, and now he was a happy man! We left the meeting
with a whole new image of God.
One evening after working in the clinic, I noticed little red spots all over
my body. The attending nurse at the International House called the doctor,
who diagnosed German measles. One of the children I had treated had
obviously given me a souvenir. The doctor ordered that I be isolated and
hospitalized immediately but the kind nurse finally convinced him to let me
stay in my room overnight. Early next morning, a voluptuous nurse with
flaming red hair woke me up, informing me that the ambulance was waiting.
This antiquated vehicle brought me downtown to the Willard Parker
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jingled some bells as we went crawling through the red lights. I thought it
rather amusing, as my condition certainly was not an emergency.
At the hospital I was put on a stretcher and pushed down a long
corridor. I was carefully covered as if I had the pestilence and when I
peeked out from under the sheet, was scolded and quickly covered again. An
elevator brought us to the top floor. I suddenly heard children crying and
found myself in the children's ward. The doctor's first question to me was if
I ever had scarlet fever. When I denied this, he said, "You better get the hell
out of here, otherwise you'll get that, too!" Mrs. McNaughten, the house
mother of the International House, sent me a beautiful bouquet of flowers,
which I found very thoughtful, but was rather surprised at all the fuss over
some red spots. After a few days I was released (without scarlet fever) and
returned to the International House by subway.
A Memorable Elevator Ride

For some time during the war, correspondence to and from Switzerland
was cut off, but I had been notified by telegram that my father was seriously
ill. One night, a week later, there was a knock on my door and a second
telegram was handed to me. Without opening it, I sensed its contents: my
father had passed away. Escalation of the war had made returning to
Switzerland virtually impossible, but now, with both parents gone (my
mother had died when I was 3 years old), home seemed even farther away.
I had already applied to Harvard Dental School for a year of postgraduate study. After that year, would I return to Switzerland or possibly
start my practice in America? Again, my life came to a new turn, this time
through Dr. Irving Hardy, a well-known dentist practicing in New York
City. I had met him at one of the dental meetings and later again when he
taught a course at the Guggenheim Clinic. I assisted him with his lectures
and we became better acquainted.
It was just at this time of uncertainty in my life that Dr. Hardy invited
me for lunch. We had just stepped into the elevator from his office on the
22nd floor at Rockefeller Center, when he asked me if I would consider
staying in America and coming to practice with him in his office. I later
learned that his proposal did not come on the spur of the moment; he had
made inquiries about my credentials. I had previously been a weekend guest
at his home on Long Island, and much later when I asked him if I had been
invited in order to get his wife's opinion of me, he smiled and said, "Well,
women are often much better judges of people." This was a unique
opportunity to me, as Dr.Hardy was well known and highly respected. By
the time the elevator reached the first floor, my mind was made up. "It will
take a year before I can be ready," I told him. Since I was here on a
student's visa, I would have to apply for immigration papers. I would have
to spend one more year in a dental school in America in order to qualify for
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taking the New York State Board Examinations. Dr. Hardy said, "I will
wait. Try to be ready in a year."

Harvard -1940---41
Next, I found myself at Harvard, once more a student. Besides the postgraduate courses, which I enjoyed very much, I greatly appreciated the
cultural side of Boston, often attending concerts and visiting the museums.
Again, fate had been kind to me. A young woman at the International House
in New York had given me the name of a friend of hers in Boston. From this
introduction I frequently enjoyed the warm hospitality of the Vanderhoof
family. By chance, Mr. Vanderhoof was a lawyer and through his contacts I
was able to get my immigration and citizenship papers fairly soon.
One Sunday I was with several other guests at the Vanderhoofs when
their son arrived home. He burst into the room, announcing "We are at war!
Pearl Harbor has been bombed by the Japanese!" That was December 7,
1941.

State Boards and Practice - for a While
Soon that year came to an end and I returned to New York to take the
State Board Exams, again staying at the International House. It took a full
week of exams, from morning until late afternoon. After about three weeks
of anxious waiting, I was informed that I had passed, and was ready to start
practice with Dr. Hardy at his office in Rockefeller Center. I felt myself
indeed very fortunate. Dr. Hardy was an outstanding professional and at the
same time a warm, compassionate person. I enjoyed a close relationship
with him.
A few months after working in his office, a new roadblock appeared: a
letter from the local draft board, in Harlem. "Greetings from your
neighbors ," it started. I had been chosen to serve in the U.S. Army! Since I
was not yet a citizen, I had the option to refuse, but would have to forfeit the
option of ever becoming a citizen of the United States. Likewise, if I had not
obtained my citizenship within six years, my dental license would become
invalid. All roads led to the Army.
I reported to the Army induction center. The examination began.
Standing in my birthday suit and carrying all my clothes in a wire basket , I
was instructed to follow the white line. At the first station, a chest x-ray was
taken as well as blood and urine samples. The line then led me from one
specialist to the next, until all parts of my anatomy had been inspected. By
the time I reached the end of the line, the results of the tests had already
been recorded. I marveled at the expediency and organization.
While waiting for my orders, I was advised to apply for a commission
so that I could work in my profession as an officer. I found my way to the
Procurement and Assignment Office. The Colonel in charge bawled me out
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for not having applied for a comnnss10n before getting the physical
examination. He stormed out of the room. His very nice secretary told me
not to worry; he was now raising hell. "You have the worst local Board and
they are always giving him trouble. They always induct professional men as
privates." My induction papers were held up until I was cleared by G2
(Army Intelligence), but after a few months I received orders to report to
Baltimore, Maryland in uniform as a 1st Lieutenant. The Colonel there
looked at my papers and remarked: "You have a good training. We will
change your orders from Chenango to Aberdeen Proving Grounds in
Maryland," a permanent Army ordnance post.

Aberdeen Proving Grounds and Citizenship
I reported to Aberdeen wearing a uniform
that I had purchased at Finchley' s in New
York. A family friend from Lucerne, Harry
Goeldlin, was with me when I bought the
uniform. On his insistence, I had chosen the
very best of material and the all-knowing
salesman had stipulated how the insignias were
to be placed. The Major who received me at
Aberdeen took me aside, saying, "Take off that
jacket and let me set your insignias properly
before I introduce you to the staff."
Aberdeen
was a long
established
institution that extended over many miles. In a
highly restricted area, weapons of all types
were tested. A reconstructed fortress of the
Good Morning, America!
Siegfried Line was bombed from planes and Officer Gustav Durrer
blasted by gunfire. In another area there was a
huge museum that contained an arsenal of
weapons and tanks, mostly captured material, but there was also a
tremendous Russian tank that dwarfed all the others.
Medical personnel usually do not carry weapons. However, in the camp
the medical corps received training in rifle and pistol shooting, learning to
crawl out of ditches and cover a certain distance under barbed wire while
machine guns were firing over our heads. This was quite an experience.
During my stay at Aberdeen I had some very interesting dental cases
and had published some papers. One day I saw the name "Wirz" on the chart
of a new patient. Nativity: Switzerland. He was already sitting in the dental
chair when I approached him and said in Swiss German: "So, Wirz, Mach
s'Muul uf! " (Open your mouth). In amazement, his jaw fell open: "'How
did you know?!" Before he could finish his sentence, I told him that I could
just tell by looking at him. Some time later, I was called to the post office
and handed a rather odiferous package from Wisconsin, sent by a Mrs.
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Ramseyer. Well, Wirz had written home to the village where he came from
that a Swiss dentist was treating him in the camp. For many mornings Mrs.
Ramseyer' s cheese brightened my breakfast and that of the officers with
whom it was shared.
While in Aberdeen, I received my citizenship papers at a ceremony in
Baltimore. By that time I had been promoted to Captain, and I was the only
officer in a large group of soldiers to be sworn in. The judge gave a very
impressive message to us. "You are now American citizens. Your loyalty
belongs to this country but that doesn't mean that you must forget or discard
the roots from which you have come."
Soon I received orders to be transferring to Shenango, the overseas
staging area to which I was originally assigned. It was rumored to have the
unfortunate Indian name meaning "Valley of No Return"! A group with the
same SOS number was being trained for tropical warfare, equipped with
mosquito nets, gas masks, etc. - so we deduced that our group would got to
a tropical climate - but where?
Because of the constant change of the war theater, overseas transfer was
delayed, and I was given a two-week leave. I went to Washington, D.C. to
visit a school friend, Dr. Fritz Real, who was attached to the Swiss Legation.
At a cocktail party given by him, I was introduced to a Colonel Rene Juchli,
an American medical officer of Swiss origin. This chance meeting again
changed the course of my life. Colonel Juchli was in charge of the American
Army hospitals and clinics for prisoners of war in need of medical attention.
He was having difficulty in finding American officers that could speak
German. "I need you for my unit. Come to my office tomorrow," he said.
The next day, after reporting to his office, we went to the Pentagon. There I
was introduced to several Generals, with Colonel Juchli saying, This man is
being sent to the tropics, and I am looking everywhere for people who speak
German. I want him with me." My orders were changed.
Tullahoma, Tennessee

However, the hospital which Colonel Juchli was to open in Frankfort
was not yet ready, so I was sent to a General Hospital in Camp Forrest,
Tullahoma, Tennessee. This was a former parachute training camp,
transformed into a general hospital for German prisoners. Boats transporting
American soldiers overseas returned with prisoners, who were then brought
to the camps that had been vacated by American troops. This was far more
practical than having to establish and maintain camps in Europe. Of these
prisoners, many were in need of medical and dental care and were brought
to centers such as Tullahoma. I was placed in charge of the dental clinic and
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had to supervise it with
German and American dentists
working side by side. After
some initial difficulties, things
worked out very well.
A great many of the
patients who came to 'the
dental clinic needed more than
routine dental work. There
were war injuries such as
gunshot wounds or fractures of
the jaw. I remember especially
one young German, 22 years
Camp Forest, Tullahoma, Tennessee
old, who had his lower jaw
almost completely blown off. I still see his sad eyes looking at me, asking:
"Why did this happen to me? I have never harmed anybody!" He was
injured by a bomb that exploded while he was helping a wounded soldier. It
was a tragic case. His report stated that he was illegitimate, never knowing
his father. His mother had committed suicide when he was 16 years old. I
consulted with an orthopedic surgeon. After removal of some bone
fragments which were located in the soft tissue, I constructed an appliance
to put the two remaining parts of the jaw in place and prepare for a graft
from a piece of bone taken from the hip. I never saw the end results, as the
prisoners were shipped back to Germany after armistice was declared.
A prisoner told me: "The Americans have so many planes, flying day
and night over the camp. I can see that we can never win the war." Of
course, he did not know that there was an airfield nearby where the pilots
were practicing take-offs and landings.
Paul Schnyder, a friend of mine from Luzem, was one of the Swiss
representing the Red Cross that came from time to time to the camp to
interview the prisoners. He told me about an incident in another prison
camp. An elegantly dressed man arrived at the camp, asking to see the
Colonel. He introduced himself and said that he was the prisoner who had
escaped a year ago. He had gone to New York, had two different jobs, and
liked America very much. Now he heard that the prisoners were being
shipped back and he did not want to miss the boat. The Colonel was so
impressed that he gave him only a mild penalty. An American in that same
situation as a prisoner in Germany would not have gotten off so easily.
Among the prisoners were two German generals. One of them became
my patient. He was always very pleasant and polite. I asked him once if he
knew Hitler. "Very well," he said, and then after a pause: "Man kann sagen
was man will, aber er war ein mutiger Mann." I made no comment. These
two Generals never saw their country again. Both must have been under
extreme stress. My patient died from a heart attack and the other committed
suicide by hanging himself.
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Besides translating for the American commanding officer to the German
officers, I was occasionally asked to be present when relatives visited the
German prisoners. This was a job that I did not particularly like, but it had
to be done. Usually I busied myself with reading, keeping an eye on the
visitors. Once a woman who was engaged in conversation with a German
soldier suddenly shouted, 'Hitler, das - loch!"
One morning, when I came out of my room, another door opened and
Colonel Ferenbough, Commanding Officer of the hospital, looked at his
watch and said: "It is after seven. You are too late for breakfast." "What
about you, Colonel?" I answered. He then said, "I know. Well, we'll drive
over to the Officer's Club, and I invite you for breakfast there." From our
breakfast table we admired a beautiful sunrise. The Colonel said, "Here you
are seeing a beautiful spectacle, it looks as if you were home on the Rigi !" I
told him that it was just as dramatic, except that unfortunately the Alps were
missing.
Once we were visited by two Swiss Army medical officers, delegates of
the International Red Cross, Major Walthart from Geneva and Captain Rubli
from Zurich. As they walked into the dining room in uniform, I overheard a
GI asking: "Who are they?" His friend replied: "I heard that they are two
Swiss prisoners." They inspected the hospital and had to observe and report
to Geneva concerning treating prisoner patients. Our Commanding Officer ,
Col. Ferenbough, was very impressed by the way they handled their job
with understanding and diplomacy. He remarked to me that if there were an
Eighth Wonder of the World, it would be the Swiss.
Chile Con Carne and Spaetzli

A reporter of the local newspaper had interviewed me and this was
followed by an article in the paper with the headline: "Former" Swiss Heads
Dental Clinic at Camp Forrest." Soon afterwards I received a call from the
President of the Women's Club of Tullahoma. Would I be the speaker at
their annual meeting that included men? And was I accustomed to speaking?
"Oh, yes!" I answered, eager to be invited. When I arrived, I was amazed at
this well attended meeting. The President of the club as well as the mayor of
the town came to greet me. In the background I saw an elaborate buffet
supper set up. My courage sank and I quickly retreated to the men's room.
In my speech, I gave a brief history of Switzerland, pointing out the
similarities in democratic outlook of the Swiss and Americans, then told a
few jokes. The speech was received with great applause. This led to other
local invitations. It was always a nice change to get out of the camp and into
different surroundings.
One of these invitations came from a Swiss couple, the Gretlers, who
owned a factory nearby. They often invited me to their home and, on some
Sundays, for a boat ride. As we drifted down the river, we enjoyed the
beautiful color display of autumn in Tennessee. We picnicked on the boat
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and at a certain point were met by his employees, who took the boat back.
Colonel Juchli often visited the camp and I introduced him to the Gretlers.
Inviting him for dinner, Mrs. Gretler asked him what he would like to eat.
"Knoepfli " be said. Poor Mrs. Gretler had never made that dish, but
researched her cookbooks and came up with a very good dinner, including
"Knoepfli" (dumplings).
Through the prisoners' grapevine (they always seemed to know
everything going on before we did), I heard that we were to be visited by a
General from the Pentagon. His mission was to reduce our personnel.
Actually, we were short-staffed. How to convey that message to him? I
called in the German officers and explained my strategy. The clinic was to
be closed on the afternoon before the General was due and all hands ordered
to have the clinic in shape for rigid inspection. That evening , I went over to
the clinic to see if everything was in good order. To my surprise, the lights
were still on in the clinic. German soldiers and officers were still polishing
and shining. The dental chairs were pumped up high to polish the
underneath parts. That was German "Grtindlichkeit". I hardly could imagine
the American General crawling under the chairs to look for dust. In order to
impress the General, I had prisoners sitting all along both sides of the
corridor leading to the clinic. My Staff Sergeant stood at the entrance and
shouted "Attention" as the General appeared and all the prisoners snapped
to attention. The General was taken aback by such a reception! After
introducing myself, I brought him to my office, where I proceeded to tell
him how glad I was that he had come so that he could see how badly we
needed more personnel. I showed him the figures on our production.
"General, you can see for yourself how many patients are waiting for
treatment." After a while, he confided in me that he was really here to
transfer some of our staff, but he saw my situation and said that no changes
would be made. My goal was accomplished and I sent the soldiers who had
posed as waiting patients back to their duties.
1945 was an eventful year. President Roosevelt died on April 12. I still
recall the haunting melody of "Going Home" from Dvorak' s New World
Symphon y that was played over and over on the radio. Truman became
President. In the same month Hitler committed suicide on April 30, and in
May, Germany and Italy surrendered. On August 6 and 9, atom bombs were
dropped over Hiroshima and Nagasaki, followed by surrender of the
Japanese. The war was over!
Colonel Juchli was ordered to Nuremberg for the trials in 1945-46. He
came back with interesting stories. As a physician and speaking German, he
had to examine many of the famous Nazi prisoners who were on trial. When
he saw Goering, he greeted him as "Herr Meier". This was a reference to
Goering's boast about the Luftwaffe: "If any enemy plane reaches the Ruhr,
my name is Meier". Juchli found him very jovial and only by constantly
reminding himself of Goering's atrocities was he able to keep from liking
him. "The trials are a waste of time and money. If the roles had been
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reversed, I would be executed the next day," Goering said. He escaped the
execution by committing suicide. The British took Hess as prisoner when he
flew to England on his own to negotiate for peace. At the trial, he claimed
complete amnesia. Colonel Juchli refuted this. How could he, a general
physician, make such a claim when a French and British psychiatrist both
had confirmed the amnesia? "I have the advantage of knowing the language,
and having common sense. Besides, I searched his cell and found his well
hidden diary." Hess later admitted faking amnesia.
Halloran Hospital and Daytona Beach

For some time I had been feeling very tired and irritable. Finally, the
cause became apparent one morning when I looked in the mirror. The whites
of my eyes had turned yellow. Hepatitis! This kept me in the hospital for
several weeks. Back on duty, this illness had left me very weak and tired.
"No alcohol, no fat, but lots of protein and sugar candies" were my diet
recommendations. While the rest of the staff was served the regular menu, I
was frequently served a nice juicy steak. Our Colonel, in his usual brusque
manner, asked: "Why the hell are you getting steak? There's not a damn
thing wrong with you!" In spite of the steaks, my symptoms persisted. The
physician in charge of my care, over the Colonel's objection, had me
transferred to Halloran Hospital on Staten Island for further evaluation.
Halloran was formerly a hospital for psychiatric patients, and was
indeed a dreary place. The windows were barred, and toilet seats had all
been removed. I arrived at night and was brought to a large ward of about 40
beds. A snoring contest was in full swing. By the light of a flashlight, a very
pretty WAC (Women's Auxiliary Corps) led me to my bed. I later found out
that she was a former Rockette in the Radio City Music Hall.
Infectious hepatitis was fairly new and unknown in America at that
time. A German prisoner patient had probably infected me. Many German
soldiers had brought it back from the Russian front. A young lieutenant, a
medical doctor who examined me, told me: "I don't know much about this
illness. I think I'll send you back to duty." I told this to the patient in the bed
next to mine, who was a medical officer. He gave me good advice: "You
know, Gus, it's the squeaky wheel that gets the grease." Every morning he
stood in front of my bed and had me repeat all the symptoms of hepatitis. I
could reel these off so well that the doctors were convinced that I was not
well enough to return to duty. I was sent to Daytona Beach, Florida, to a
recuperation camp. Indeed, quite a group of us was there, recovering from
the same illness. We were all called in together by a psychiatrist who was
making a study of the disease. Each of us, in turn, had similar complaints:
tiredness and sluggishness. Many were considered "gold brickers", (an
Army expression for those who were shirking their duty) because the
medical profession had no experience with the course of this illness.
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Many learning opportunities were offered at the camp. Useful courses
were given and many lecturers visited the camp. Besides that, we had
facilities for exercise, and of course, there was the beautiful beach. About
two months after I arrived, the camp was to be closed. I was given the
choice of being transferred to another camp for full recuperation or being
discharged. Being already tired of the lazy life, I decided to ask for
discharge, volunteering for the Reserves, where I was promoted to the rank
of Major.
I had nothing heroic to show for the three and one half years in the
Army - only a little red ribbon which decorated my uniform. This was a
meritorious award which was given for excellency to everyone who served
in the hospital in Tullahoma. The time had not been lost. I had gained a
great deal of experience professionally as well as in human relations. The
people I had met in Service came from all parts of the country. Through
them, I saw a cross-section of America.

Civilian Life Revisited
Once more I was at a crossroad. Where to start my practice? Whenever I
met a Texan in service, it didn't take long before he was advising me, with a
strong pat on the back: "You must come to our wonderful state to practice."
On the other hand, when I first came to New York, a Swiss dentist
practicing there advised me: "Don't start your practice in New York City.
You' 11starve. Go to some small town, join the church, meet and marry a
rich girl." I had assured him then that I had no intention of staying in
America, much less of practicing in New York. He then repeated: "But, just
in case you would stay, I warn you." Now, ignoring this advice as well as
that of the Texan's, I decided to return to New York and reopen my private
practice there.
Although office space was difficult to obtain at that time, I was
fortunate to be able to rent a small room at Rockefeller Center. I started with
some of the patients I had before entering the service and soon developed a
busy practice. When larger office space became available, Dr. Jules
Vuilleumier, a Swiss dentist also practicing in New York, joined me. The
years we practiced together were very happy for both of us. We had a very
congenial relationship, professionally as well as personally. He often spoke
of the old time New York that he knew when he first came in the early
1900s.
My patients came from all walks of life: from the business world and
professional fields, and there were diplomats, secretaries, housewives, and
people in the field of music, theater and art. Each one has left some
impression which has greatly enriched my life. Besides my private practice,
I was on the staff at Columbia University and later New York University
and the State University of New York at Stony Brook. Also, I lectured and
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gave courses in Europe, Japan, Egypt and other parts of the world. All these
were opportunities for broadening my experiences.
One of my patients was the well-known Swiss engineer, Dr. Othmar
Ammann. He came to my office in need of some bridges himself. When I
explained the reconstruction needed, he responded: "I see that we have
similar problems in our work." "Yes, Dr. Ammann," I said, "my bridges
also have to carry a lot of traffic, but your designs may be seen and admired~
mine must appear like the work of nature." I met his daughter and my life
took another new tum. With our marriage, I left my bachelor days behind,
becoming a happily married man. So the crossroads and roadblocks that
presented themselves from that day in 1939, when I first sailed into the
harbor of New York, led to years of rich experiences and fulfillment. Like
so many Swiss who came for a year, I stayed for a lifetime. Although I am
living in the United States, I remain in close touch with my homeland.
Almost every year I return to Switzerland to visit friends, relatives and the
beauty of the country that gave me my education and my heritage.
Unforgettable Adventures

Climbing the Matterhorn
During a vacation in Riffelalp, Switzerland I had an unusual experience
that I shall never forget. While admiring the beautiful landscape there, the
thought occurred to me to admire this Panorama once from a higher level.
My glance was directed toward the Matterhorn. Mountain climbing was
something that I had never experienced.
I sought out a mountain guide. On a much smaller mountain, called "the
little Matterhorn" I was given my first mountain climbing lesson and tested
for my climbing abilities. The first attempt did not go so well but my
instructor was satisfied with my next try. Anxiously I waited for good
weather.
Finally, the mountain guide, Arnold, reported: "The weather is good.
We can go as far as the Homli Hut this afternoon." There we stayed
overnight and at 4 o'clock in the morning the fun started. Arnold fastened a
rope around my waist as well as around his own, then climbed a stretch
ahead of me. Then he secured the rope - upon which both of our lives were
hanging - and waited until I had climbed to his level. He then continued the
ascent and secured the rope for the next stretch. In this way we progressed.
One always had to search carefully for a foothold for a hand or foot in a
crack or ledge in the steep rock cliff.
The air became thinner and the houses in Zermatt appeared smaller and
smaller. The higher we climbed the harder it became to breath and gradually
fatigue became apparent. Finally we came to the last test of courage and
strength: a smooth, vertical stone wall, fifty meters high, that had to be
conquered. Without the rope and permanently placed grappling irons which
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one could use for stepping or pulling oneself up, it would have been
impossible to reach the summit.

Matterhorn with Riffle Alp in Foreground
Finally having arrived on top we stood on a narrow, snow-covered
ridge, 44 77 meters above sea level and 1616 meters above Zermatt. The
view was overwhelming. On the one side the glorious Italian Alps could be
seen and on the other side, the equally impressive panorama of the Swiss
Alps.
So then we faced what was for me the yet harder part of the climb: the
descent. Trusting in the watchful eye of my guide behind me and with my
sights on the gaping abyss in front of me, I had to proceed ahead of him. We
arrived in the village of Zermatt in the afternoon and had to run in order to
catch the last tramway to Riffelalp. Back at the hotel, I fell exhausted into
bed. It took a good two days before I more or less recovered. Then I visited
the cemetery where sacrifices to the Matterhorn had found their last resting
place.
Sailing in the Mediterranean
A further adventure awaited me following a telephone call from my
friend, Hugo Mayr, at that time the Director of Swiss Air in N.Y. Hugo grew
up on the Lake of Constance and was an enthusiastic sailor. He invited me
to spend my summer vacation on a sailboat. The plan: to rent a sailboat in
Bari (Italy) and to sail in the Adriatic Sea toward Greece. As assistant, we
engaged a sailing instructor from the Lake of Thun (a small lake in
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Switzerland). Although I had grown up by a lake, I had no idea about
sailing; but I accepted the invitation with enthusiasm.
We met in Bari. At that time considerable stormy weather was
predicted. That did not bother us one bit, our only concern was the element
of time that was available for us. So off we went! Our goal was Greece.
After sailing for a while, I was tempted to swim in the Sea, and I dove
overboard. However, the waves were stronger than I had anticipated. The
sailboat had to circle several times around me before I could grab the rope
that was thrown to me and to be pulled back on to the boat.
North of us lay Yugoslavia and we were somewhat concerned, as we
could have easily fallen into Russian hands if we would have wandered too
far northwards. Soon we approached a Grecian island and saw a lighthouse
in the far distance. What could that mean? Should we sail around the
lighthouse or between the lighthouse and the island? The sailing instructor
advised us the latter. Suddenly the boat halted. We had landed on a reef. The
shaft of the rudder was completely bent. We were towed into a small harbor
and were brought to land next to a large motorboat. The owner of the boat
was a Frenchman who waved to us in a friendly manner and invited us to
come to his boat. He introduced us to an attractive young woman that
accompanied him, as well as his assistant, a sailor. After a good glass of
wine we told him our story. "No need to be worried," he said. "Don't have
anything to do with the people here. They will cheat you. I was a diver in
the war and had to attach dynamite on the enemy ships during the night.
Early tomorrow morning I will dive down with my sailor and we will see
where the damage is.
Indeed, early the next morning, after a short while they brought up the
rudder with the bent shaft. I located a smithy and soon the repair was
accomplished. After it was attached again, we invited our helper in need, his
attractive companion and his sailor for a good dinner.
The following morning we set sail again. Soon a speeding motorboat
overtook us. Our helpful acquaintance waved to us and disappeared behind
the waves. We sailed onward along the Greek coast and visited Athens.
Many of the historical monuments that we had heard about in school
actually were facing us. The Parthenon was most impressive and beautiful.
In the simple Greek restaurants where we went for our meals, there were no
menus. We visited the kitchen and selected the different dishes from the
pots in which they were cooking.
Soon I had to think about returning to New York as my practice was
waiting for me. At the time the sea was too rough for a sailboat, so I had to
take a ship to Bari. It was just the time of pilgrimages and the ship was
overfilled with passengers. All of the seats were occupied and people even
occupied every space on the floor. Finally I found a small corner on a bench
upon which I could perch a half portion of myself.
From Bari I flew to Rome where complications presented themselves
when I went to the Swissair counter, to confirm booking to New York. The
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reservation was for one day later than the date on my ticket. "Che facciamo,
che facciamo?." ("What shall we do?") Following a long discussion with
many excited gesticulations, Italian style, I was transported by limousine to
a hotel. On the next day I was transported back to the airport. After a
pleasant flight with Swissair I arrived in New York with unforgettable
memories.
Interesting Experiences
Besides the pleasure of the work in my practice, I also enjoyed the
personal contact with the patients. They represented varied occupations and
nationalities. Many became personal friends. This sometimes led to
interesting experiences.
Russia: Behind the Iron Curtain
The Canadian Ambassador to Russia and his wife came as patients
during their stay in New York. After this they invited me to visit them in
Russia. I gladly accepted the invitation. At the airport in Moscow I was met
by two chauffeurs. On the way to the city we came to a fork in the road
where a restaurant was standing. At this spot both the army of Napoleon and
Hitler had been halted from further invasion.
The Ambassador took the trouble to show me the surroundings of
Moscow. To do this he always had to report to the KGB. As we drove by a
wooded area, the Ambassador said to me, "As soon as we tum from this
street, a KGB employee, that has been hiding behind a tree, will step
forward.
When I went alone on the streets, I was stopped several times. Someone
offered to exchange money; another offered to buy something that I was
wearing. I had been forewarned that such exchanges were against the law.
The story was told of a Norwegian who sold his sweater and immediately
the same person that had just bought it turned around and took him to
prison.
One Russian offered me rubles in exchange for dollars. I could not get
rid of him. Finally he asked me, "Why do you not want this? I offered you
rubles for a good price?" I was getting annoyed and said: "I do not need
that. And besides, it is against your law. Leave me alone and go to hell!"
After that friendly invitation, he gave up and went away.
Chance experiences with the people of Russia left me with a very good
impression. Once when I was standing in a long line, waiting to embark on
an excursion boat, a woman explained to me that the ticket I was holding
was not valid and that I would have to go back and get another one.
Suddenly I was surrounded by people wanting to help me. One lady spoke
to me in French, another took a ticket out of her purse and led me to another
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boat. At other times when I was not sure of my way on the street,
pedestrians immediately came to help me.
Naturally the Lenin Museum was on my program to visit. At the
entrance a double line of visitors stood, waiting patiently and well
disciplined. Being accompanied by members of the embassy, I was admitted
immediately. We went down a stairway and then stood in a dark room
where two security officials were guarding the sarcophagus.
Only the hands and face of the deceased were illuminated and stood out
in ghostly contrast to the surrounding darkness. This presented a mysterious
and impressive picture. Visitors were directed to pass by without pause and
no one really had a chance to study the physiognomy of the owner of the
power that had once moved the world.
Russians from Aeroflot were also patients of mine. The Director always
embraced me when he entered my office. He was a tall, strong man and his
greeting almost crushed me. Another Russian who was pleased with the
dental work that I had done for her said, "The Doctor, I should like to kiss."
When I wanted to give an injection for local anaesthesia, a young
Russian patient said to me, "Oh no! I am a Russian!" However, his wife
wanted to have the anesthesia. I said, "You are not so brave as your
husband." "He was only afraid of the needle," was her answer.
Egypt
One of my friends recommended the Egyptian President, Anwar Sadat
to me for a professional consultation. I had been told ahead that this contact
with him was to be completely confidential. His name was not to be
mentioned, not even on the telephone. This same confidentiality was to be
observed toward all those who were in his service. The thick veil of secrecy
around this group caused great concern to my assistant, Nina Engi. She
feared that it had to do with my health when two practicing Egyptian
physicians from Washington were talking with me in the consulting room
with the door closed. The physicians had shown me two x-rays of the
president's dentition. However, this was insufficient for me to make a
serious judgment. I would have to examine the president. He was unable to
find time for a consultation.
Several days later I was invited to Washington. Two chauffeurs were
waiting for me at the airport. Each was holding placard with the writing "Dr.
Durrer". They brought me to Blair House, the guesthouse of official visitors.
There I met President Sadat in the middle of preparations for a reception of
the diplomatic corps. I was introduced to him and used that opportunity to
examine him. Equipped with a flashlight and several instruments I
attempted to make a precursory examination of the president's teeth, with
the outcome that for a complete report it would be necessary to examine the
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patient in my office. However, there was no time available, so further plans
for treatment were left open.
As I had been invited as a guest to the reception that followed, I took
part in the dinner and thus came in contact with interesting business and
political personalities. It opened a whole new world for me. Then later,
when President Sadat came to New York for the inauguration of an
Egyptian temple at the Metropolitan Museum, I received an invitation for
this occasion. However, on the day before the appointed event I received a
telephone call from Washington. "Do not come to the inauguration. Remain
in your office." Then I knew that the president would come to the office
after the inauguration. Soon after the call, a security agent appeared in my
office with a dog. Everything was carefully inspected, all drawers and
closets were checked out for possible explosives. The dog's careful
detective work produced nothing, but he was rewarded with a dog biscuit,
which he accepted with great joy.
My assistant, Miss Engi, and I waited in my office. Suddenly we heard
the sirens and we knew that President Sadat was on his way. He arrived with
his two physicians, his security police, body guards and diplomats.
Everything was prepared ahead of time and I began by taking the x-rays.
After the second x-ray, one of his physicians asked me, "Aren't you taking
too many x-rays of the president?" I answered, "No, these are necessary for
an exact diagnosis - and besides, when the president goes for a half-hour
walk around a pyramid, he would be exposed to much more radiation. When
the examination was finished, he thanked me and said, "That was Swiss
precision." He invited me for a visit to Egypt, where the further treatment
could by discussed.
Shortly after his return to Egypt, President Sadat was assassinated. To
my great astonishment, the Egyptian government made great effort to carry
out the visit that their highly revered chief of state had planned for me.
Some time later, upon their instruction , a friendly Egyptian lady met me at
the airport and conducted me through an interesting tour of Cairo. I visited
the Dental Institute, and had an interesting exchange of thoughts with the
professors there.
The Egyptians are very proud of their ancient culture but in their
friendly way are also open for everything outside of their world. I visited the
grave of President Sadat. I deeply regretted his sad fate.

Japan
David Hoffman, a good friend and colleague had good connection with
a study group of dentists in Japan. Through him I was invited several times
to Japan to give lectures and practical demonstrations.
On my first visit to Japan, I was with David and several other
colleagues. We raced in the rapid transit train from Tokyo to Osaka and on
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the way admired the famous Fujiyama. After our lectures, we were invited
for a dinner. On the next day our hosts proudly showed their beautiful
shrines and temples and parks.
A year later I received a phone call from Japan inviting me to give a
course with demonstration on a dental patient. I accepted with pleasure. For
this course I needed a whole dental set-up, with a laboratory. On the evening
before the lecture was to begin, very few dentists were present at the dinner.
I was told that the rest of the group was busy preparing for my presentation
on the next day. Then they showed me the space that had been rented for the
course. It was still completely empty. Since I had planned to start the
demonstration punctually at eight o'clock, I was somewhat alarmed to see
that nothing was ready. "Don't worry. We do this the Japanese way." They
worked through the night and in the morning everything was in readiness.
The patient and two assistants stood at the entrance and bowed to me. In a
comer of the room, a technician did likewise.
The
Swiss
Ambassador
to
Japan had he told
me, "You will
see, the Japanese
are dependable.
They are more
exact than the
Germans."
He
was right.
The father of
one of the dentists
A Dental Demonstration in Japan
who had visited
me in New York
invited me to stay overnight in his home. That was an experience! When I
arrived, his wife gave me a Kimono to put on. A bath had already been
prepared for me.
At the dinner table, while everyone else was sitting on the floor with
crossed legs, I was offered a cushion to sit on and could stretch out my legs.
My bedroom had to be reached by mounting a stairway that was so narrow
that I had to go up sideways. I slept on a mat, Japanese style. The toilet was
somewhat of a problem. The room was so small that I had to keep the door
open in order to have enough space to sit down.
The house and garden was very simple, but cozy. In the living room
there was a small altar to honor the ancestors. Japanese of the old generation
were short people; their houses were small. The young people of today have
a different life-style. Through better nutrition and sports they have grown
taller and with that, so are their houses being constructed larger.
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On my third visit to Japan I gave a five-day course with demonstrations
and concluded with an evaluation of the work of the participants of the
course. My wife was with me and we were put up in a very, elegant,
modem hotel. This hotel in Osaka was built on the place that had been
bombed in the Second World War.
The course concluded with a
traditional Japanese dinner. However,
we did not sit on the floor to eat. There
were many courses, each served on
different dishes and garnished with
fantasy.
On the day following the course a
member of the study group and his wife
took us by car to a beautiful island in the
south of Japan. On the way down we
passed rice paddies and saw the men and
women standing in the water and bent
over to plant the rice seedlings. At one
place we passed an artificial pond. Many
people were standing around the pond
with their fishing rods. For a fee, they
were having the pleasure of fishing and
perhaps of bringing home the prize of a
Being a guest in Japan.
good catch.
We stayed overnight in an elegant
hotel with a view of the beautiful harbor. From our room we could observe
the activities of the many pearl culture "farms" of the famous Mikimoto
Pearl Industry. We visited the Mikimoto museum and also observed a
demonstration of how the oysters were originally gathered by women divers.
Because of having more body fat, women were able to withstand the cold
water longer. Now the pearls are cultured in large floating rafts and diving is
no longer necessary.
Still today a close tie of friendship binds us with our Asian colleagues.
Through correspondence or from their personal visits to New York we
remain in contact with most of them.
The Opera

Through one of my patients, a director at the New York Metropolitan
Opera, I had the opportunity to have a view of an opera production from
behind the curtains. Through a television screen the director was in contact
below the stage, with a second director who led the choir. At that
performance, one of the singers happened to be a patient of mine, who was
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always somewhat nervous when he came for dental treatment. He saw me
from the stage, and while singing, made a grimace and held his hand over
his cheek.
Renal Analysis: a New Routine

The New Routine
In 1998 my life suddenly changed. On the 2nd day of our vacation in
Florida, my remaining kidney that had been gradually failing in the past few
years suddenly shut down completely. Fluid rapidly backed up into my
lungs and I felt I was choking. Margot telephoned the Emergency #411. She
had hardly hung up when we heard the ambulance sirens outside and in
what seemed only a few minutes, oxygen was being administered to me and
I was placed on a stretcher and brought to the hospital.
After a few weeks of excellent care and intensive dialysis, I was well
enough to return to New York. Now for the rest of my life I would have to
remain under dialysis treatment. Three times a week, for 4 hours, a machine
would perform the function of my kidneys.
This procedure demands courage and patience. The patient must follow
a strict diet, with limited liquid intake and restricted vegetable, fruit and
diary products. Numerous complications occur. One becomes weak and
often depressed.
Margot and I gradually adjusted to the new routine. Punctually at eight
twenty in the morning, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, rain or summer heat,
snow or storm, the parade starts from our apartment. Our destination is two
and a half blocks away to Rogosin Clinic, a center for development and
treatment of kidney disease. Promptness is essential, as the procedure is in
continuous succession from 5 AM until 10 PM. In the same reclining chair,
one patient is treated ahead of me and two will follow me.
Patients arrive for this picnic with a bagful of equipment: radio, tape
recordings, an extra pillow, sweater, blankets, handkerchief, something to
nibble in case of dizziness; everything we might need for the four hour
"trip", lying on a semi-reclining chair with arms outstretched.
First we must weigh ourselves to determine how much fluid will be
extracted from our blood as it runs thru the machine and is then returned to
our system. At the same time the machine will be filtering out the waste
products that have accumulated on our blood over the 24-hour period since
the last dialysis treatment.
As soon as we have settled down in our chairs, an "inflow" and
"outflow" tube from the machine is connected to our circulatory system by
needles inserted into our arm. This is the moment of truth, called
"cannulation". It requires skill and judgment on the part of the technician. If
something goes wrong, the procedure must be abandoned and alternative,
more complicated methods must be used, often requiring hospitalization for
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surgical procedures. The understanding of the staff, the support of family
and friends lighten one's lot. A bonding develops between patients. We
converse and joke and discuss among ourselves the various problems of
treatment.
In this new chapter of my life I am finding joy in small matters and
gratitude for what I had earlier taken for granted.

Wheelchair Adventures
In the first year of treatments I was able to walk to the dialysis clinic,
which is only two and a half blocks from our apartment. One is very weak
after the treatment, so Margot came to bring me home on a wheelchair. In
such a large city as New York one
would think that people would be
very impersonal and unobservant of
someone on a wheelchair. However
we found everyone to be friendly
and quickly offering help, especially
in winter when we came into
difficulties because of snow and ice
on the sidewalk.
Once, when we came to a steep
part just before our apartment
building, a tall man - a rabbi appeared and offered to push the
wheelchair for Margot, which she
gratefully accepted. At the entrance
he left, saying, "Good-bye and God
In a New Way of Moving About
bless you." He had done his good
tum for that day!
At another time, at a difficult intersection, a man jumped out from his
parked car, and helped Margot with the wheelchair. As he departed, he
handed her his card: from an agency that supplied equipment for the
handicapped!

New York, Wednesday, July 4, OJ
My dear Hans,
Your dear letter, as always, brought me great pleasure. Hearty
thanks. I am glad that your whole family, including the computer, is
well and in good spirits.
For my part, I have been having difficulties with dialysis. Two
large needles are inserted in my arm, one in the vein and another in
the artery, and the blood then passes thru a machine that purifies it,
taking over the work of the kidney. Three times weekly I must lie in
the hospital, each time for four hours. Sometimes it is difficult to
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find the proper entrance to the artery and vein. This causes
bleeding, especially when a beginner without experience
undertakes the task. This always leads to a surgical procedure,
which happened to me twelve times.
Catheters must then be temporarily inserted into the vein and
artery under the collarbone. This always carries the danger of
infection. That is just what happened to me: an infection which then
led to blood poisoning.
Naturally, antibiotics help, but it takes time and patience until one
is back in
place again.
Now the next letter will hopefully bring better news.

Notes by Margot Ammann Durrer:

A few days after Gustav started this letter to his childhood friend, Han s
Bucher, he developed a severe infection. This was followed by a series of
disabling and painful complications that gradually overstrained his heart. He
struggled valiantly to maintain his routine activities, never complaining. Or.
September 30th, a few days after his 90th birthday, while New York Cit}
and the whole world were still staggering under the shock of the attack on
the World Trade Center towers, his dear, brave heart stopped. In full dignity
he slipped over to his next world.
This unfinished letter, his last, was later retrieved from his computer.

The following experiences outlined by Gus were completed by Margot.
Further wheelchair adventures

After a while, Gus overcame his reluctance to have a motorized chair and then the fun began!
The dialysis clinic is two and a half blocks from our apartment. So three
times a week, rain or snow or summer heat, Gus drove his wheelchair back
and forth to the clinic. It was a sight to behold to watch him delicately
maneuvering his joy stick, dodging lights, dog-walkers with their charges on
leashes, pedestrians absorbed in cell-phone conversations, up narrow ramps,
into crowded elevators, through narrow doors. Meanwhile I trotted behind
like the faithful coolie, carrying the two blankets that he would need, and
trying my best to keep up with him. So that I wouldn't miss him in the
crowd, we added a bicycle flag and a bicycle bell to warn unsuspecting
pedestrians. Attached to the back of the chair was a big tote bag with tape
recorder and radio, handkerchiefs, other items to accompany him on his
four-hour incarceration.
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Wherever he went, he was greeted by smiles. Everyone got a kick out of
his Yankee cap and the jaunty red wheelchair. He petted the dogs that came
to sniff their greetings; he talked to the children that gazed in wonder at his
motor-chair. He invited the ladies to sit on his lap. And always he had a
smile and pleasant word for everyone.
Once as Gus was about one half a block ahead of me, I saw his
wheelchair drive over an uneven curbstone and then slowly tip over with
him in it! Before I could reach him, several pedestrians had rushed to help.
Two assisted him to get up and supported him while another helped me to
upright the chair. I got on the chair and drove it around to where Gus was
standing. At that moment an ambulance happened to pass by. It stopped and
the two drivers rushed over. They were quite astonished to see me stand up
from the chair and walk toward Gus! Unharmed, Gus was reinstated in his
chair and before we even could say "Thank you", the helpers disappeared
and the ambulance drove off. Don't ever tell me that New Yorkers aren't
caring!
Riding on the City Bus
New York City offers excellent support for wheelchair pedestrians. On
every street crossing a section of the curbstone is lowered to the street level.
Every public building, restaurant or store, as well as rest rooms, must
accommodate the wheelchair.
Especially amazing is accommodation for wheelchairs on the city buses.
The side entrance steps can be straightened out to form a platform that is
lowered to street level. The wheelchair and rider are raised by the platform
until reaching the level of the bus floor, and then are parked into a space that
has been created by raising two passenger seats. The bus driver manipulates
the platform, graciously and patiently watching the wheelchair passenger
maneuver in his place. Fellow passengers are unperturbed as they go about
their reading or conversations on their cell phones or just looking out the
window. Children, however, observe all this in fascination. Exiting from the
bus with the wheelchair is accomplished in the same way in reverse. Then
wheelchair and passenger are lowered to street level and merrily drive off on
their way. In this manner, one can travel almost everywhere in the city - and
for free! For Gus it meant being able to swim again, as he could go by bus
on the wheelchair to a Sport Center called "Asphalt Green" that had a
wheelchair accessible pool.
Asphalt Green
Swimming or walking in water affords a wonderful opportunity for
exercise for handicapped persons. The buoyancy allows one to maneuver
without needing support of walker or crutches. However, in spite of the
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many swimming pools in New York City, most handicapped persons are
unable to make use of them because entry to the pool is by stepladder.
One fantastic sport center here, called "Asphalt Green" has a separate
pool especially equipped so that the floor of the pool can be raised to the
level of the deck, the person can come on to the deck in his wheelchair or
with a walker, transfer to a bench and then the deck can be lowered to a
depth where the patient can stand solely supported by the buoyancy of the
water.
It was the highlight of the week for Gus to be able to attend a class for
the handicapped at this pool. Hugo, the instructor assigned to him was so
very supportive and enthusiastic that it spurred him on to greater
accomplishments. How happy he was, that after several years of not
swimming, he had managed the four strokes it took to reach one end of the
pool from the other (with cheers from the sideline audience)! Following this
swimming lesson, we would stop in at little coffee shop near the center and
have a welcome cup of coffee, and then wait for the bus that brought us two
blocks from the apartment. That was much more fun than dialysis.
This is a happy note on which to conclude Gustav's anecdotes. His
stories now become treasured memories for those of us who knew and loved
him. His dear smile breaks through like sunshine on a cloudy day.

Dr. Gustav Durrer, September 200 I
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James Peter Zollinger, Johann August Sutter: Der Konig von Neu-Helvetien.
Sein Leben und Sein Reich, Franz Ebner, ed. Zurich: Verlag Neue Ziiricher
Zeitung, 2003. xi+ 379 pp., 2 maps, illustrations.
In his forward of this recently published
new edition of James Peter Zollinger' s
seminal work on Johann August Sutter
( 1803-1880), the eminent Swiss emigre
known here in the U.S. as John Sutter, editor
Franz Ebner comments that in the American
West, Sutter is "lebendige Geschichte," or
living history (p. III). Unquestionably, every
Californian
knows the name "Sutter"
exceedingly well - it is encountered in
history lessons during our early school years
and sprinkled all over our maps in the names
of our
historical
monuments
and
geographical features, and even found in
Johann August Sutter
such everyday contexts as our winery and
street names. Nonetheless, most of us know
surprisingly little about the real life and circumstances of this legendary
figure that is so firmly embedded in our historical and geographical
landscape. For all Americans, even those for whom stories associated with
the name Sutter comprised no more than a few paragraphs in a school
textbook on American history, the name is inextricably linked to the
discovery of gold, the subsequent California Gold Rush, and thus with the
emergence of the American West. Many believe Sutter actually discovered
gold himself, while others know more accurately that although he did not
personally unearth it, he was somehow profoundly instrumental in
generating the madness that its discovery unleashed. Either way, fewer
people than the editor would imagine are aware of the sad irony that the
magnificent discovery John Sutter had enabled, rather than making him a
wealthy man who lived out his days in material comfort, triggered, instead,
his ruin and compelled him to spend his last years with a broken spirit living
in very modest circumstances, struggling in vain against the U.S.
government in Washington D.C. for the rights to his land.
Sutter' s story, wonderfully told and meticulously documented in 1938
by Zollinger, and out of print for decades, has now been newly published by
Franz Ebner on the occasion of the two-hundredth anniversary of Sutter's
birth. Ebner has altered nothing of the original text but has furnished this
current book with some additional and very informative features - a new
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introduction and epilogue, an index of names, an updated bibliography and
some fresh illustrations.
Zollinger (1886-1975), like Sutter, a Swiss who emigrated to the U.S.,
recounts Sutter' s amazing tale in an unbiased yet exceedingly engaging
manner. His begins his account of one of the most fascinating and
contradictory characters in California's history by describing the historical
backdrop and the "dramatic events of those times occurring on either side of
the Atlantic which influenced the course of Sutter' s life most heavily (p.
15)." Zollinger depicts the circumstances of Sutter's early life in a manner
that brings into relief the characteristics and behaviors, which accompany
Sutter throughout his life, predisposing him to the problems that continually
afflict him and eventually cause his demise.
A charismatic man with little business sense, the young Sutter failed at
business, continually lived beyond his means, and ultimately accrued such
huge debts that he felt compelled to abandon his wife and children in
Burgdorf, Switzerland and head, in 1834, for the New World, in order to
avoid going to debtor's prison. After landing in New York, he immediately
proceeded westward to Missouri, then to New Mexico, all the while
dabbling in an array of trading and other ultimately unsuccessful business
ventures. His journey to the West Coast and the land of his dreams was
circuitous, taking him through Oregon to the settlement of Fort Vancouver,
on to the Hawaiian Islands where he remained until he eventually boarded a
ship to California which sailed there via Sitka, Alaska. Finally, after several
months he sailed through what later became called the Golden Gate and
arrived at Yerba Buena, today's San Francisco. At the time, California
formed the northwesternmost region of Mexico. Beyond the coast were the
fertile interior valleys, a vast wilderness inhabited exclusively by Native
American tribes. It was there in the Sacramento Valley, at the junction of the
Sacramento and American rivers, that Sutter eventually settled on land
granted to him by the Mexican governor and founded his settlement of New
Helvetia, a locale which became a magnet for settlers and pioneers coming
west. It was also at a sawmill on this land that, in 1848, gold was found.
At this point, Zollinger provides the reader with an eye-opening and
fascinating picture of the California that greeted Sutter less than two
hundred years ago: Es war ein wnd so fern der zivilisierten Welt, wie
irgend ein Fabel-und Mdrchenland," a land as remote from the civilized
world as a fantasyland or place in a fairytale (p. 49). There were no horsedrawn wagons, and a circular slice of a tree-trunk constituted a wheel. The
contemporary resident of California cannot help but be astounded by the
contrast between the California of today and that of less than only two
hundred years ago! Moreover, despite the personality and behavioral flaws
which Sutter manifests time and time again - lacking in sound judgment
64
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and business acumen, careless with money and constantly debt-ridden,
overly trusting of the untrustworthy, - one can't help but feeling awestruck by Sutter's unceasing commitment to his romantic, far-fetched vision
and the uncanny talent of the charismatic Swiss gentleman for creating
something out of nothing, a microcosm of civilization out of a wilderness.
Because of this, the reader can't help feeling a bit baffled and even saddened
by the paradox that precisely the event which should have resolved his
problems instead ended up ruining him.
Although the author presents Sutter's story impartially using a wide
array of impressive first-hand materials, he nonetheless establishes an
interesting tension in the narrative by seemingly wanting to attribute Sutter' s
persistent bad luck to circumstances beyond his control, as if he were, like a
character in a Greek tragedy, the victim of a tragic fate not quite of his own
making. It is true that he was, in several respects, precisely this when, for
example, masses of gold seekers plundered his property and possessions, or
when later squatters took over his land, when his home at Hock Farm was
set afire by a vagrant, and lastly, when he was treated so shamefully in his
last years by the U.S. government, which refused to acknowledge the
legality of his land grants from Mexico. Still, these events do not erase his
blunders or excuse his apparent inability to learn from his mistakes.
This newly published edition of Zollinger's masterful study goes a long
way to deepen our understanding of the original work through additional
information in the new forward and epilogue in which the editor, Franz
Ebner, provides interesting commentary on the genesis of the Zollinger text
and on Zollinger himself. The editor distinguishes Zollinger from other
authors by pointing out that there is no trace of teaching or moralizing in his
work, nor is there even an attempt to definitively resolve or explain away
the contradictions in Sutter' s character. Rather, Ebner maintains that
Zollinger behaves more like an impartial observer, allowing the information
to speak for itself and then leaving the interpretation of the material to the
reader. Ebner does shed some light, however, on Zollinger' s subtle tendency
to suggest irrational and inexplainable forces at play in Sutter' s dramatic life
story, when he exposes information that might give some readers pause,
namely that Zollinger requested his own brother to produce both Sutter's
horoscope and a handwriting analysis in order to provide the author with
additional clues for better interpreting Sutter's behavior.
The newly added bibliography at the end of the work contains titles of
studies on Sutter published since the Zollinger biography first appeared.
[However, one more excellent biography of Sutter, by Albert L. Hurtado,
has appeared since this new edition was published]. Also in the
supplementary end section are interesting commentaries on some of the
more prominent works and on particular themes relevant to Sutter
scholarship. The editor might have considered adding a timeline to better aid
the reader in following the chronology of events in Sutter's life and their
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol43/iss1/8
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relation to California history and American history. Even so, it is fascinating
for the reader to uncover the reality behind so many familiar names and
events, from, for example, the actual circumstances of the discovery of gold
right down to the tragic story of the Donner party. Moreover, one can't help
but become absorbed in the story about the paradoxical Swiss adventurer
through whom Californians obtain a much clearer grasp of the era of the
California Gold Rush and of the historical, social, and economic
circumstances that gave rise to the entire region and the spirit which still
pervades it. Together, James Peter Zollinger and his contemporary partner,
Franz Ebner, have truly brought California history to life.
Caralinda Lee
Saint Mary's College of California
Moraga, California

Review
Michael Sasdi, Melchers Abschied. Roman. Herisau: Appenzeller Verlag,
2005.
Michael Sasdi's story unfolds between 1740 and 1742 in Gadmen, a
small village in the district Oberhasle, Ct. Bern, where Melcher Abbtihl
takes leave of his world and sets out for the fabled Carolina of North
America. He is a sensitive, strangely awkward, inner-directed young
mountain peasant, unsure of himself and at times overtaken by the force of
his emotions. He is also torn between his deep love for Leni Egger, member
of a poor family, and his more carnal attachment to Elsbeth Leuthold, the
attractive daughter of the well-to-do village magnate in love with Melcher.
Neither relationship goes unnoticed in the village, but Konrad Leuthold is
determined that his daughter not marry poor Melcher, but the son of a rich
farmer, however unacceptable to Elsi. Leuthold has therefore Melcher cited
before the magistrates of the morals court to whom the distraught fellow
falsely admits to have had premarital relations with Leni and whom he is
therefore to marry. When Melcher's father realizes what game Leuthold was
playing, he is determined to expose the deception, although that might ruin
the Abbtihl family indebted to Leuthold. To prevent such calamity, Melcher
and Leni decide to join Melcher's friend Heini Horger whom a Hans Huber,
recently returned from Carolina, had been able to recruit for the new land.
While the Neulander Huber praises Carolina as a land of milk and honey, a
dream warns Melcher of what might be in store.
The story, however, is not told in a straight line. Sasdi creates instead a
mosaic
some twenty-four
Published byout
BYUofScholarsArchive,
2007vignettes, mostly of two to four pages67in

2007]

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 43 [2007], No. 1, Art. 8
Book Reviews
67

length, and gives them cryptic titles like "Unwetter" - "Storm",
"Ahornblatt" - "Acornleaf', or "Die Entscheidung" - "The Decision." The
author features externals only minimally, except when he uses his intimate
knowledge of eighteenth century peasant life as in the chapter "Tanzdorf' "Dancevillage" or "Trichlen" - "Cowbellround." The vignette "Tanzdorf'
also tells of an explosion of pent-up erotic forces in Gadmen's youth,
oppressed by church and state enforced rules. In terse language Sasdi
conjures up scenes of surroundings or of people's doings that impart a
foreboding sense of disaster, and he weaves tales into the narrative that
show the devastating force of snowfalls, avalanches, and storms.
But in Sasdi' s hands external events shaped by nature or people are
secondary to the exploration of inner experience. Take the opening vignette
"Bergheuen" - Mountain Haying": Sasdi touches on the often quite perilous
task Melcher is engaged in, but it serves mainly as a foil to introduce the
state of the protagonist's soul:
But suddenly a feeling arose in him, became ever louder and shot
through his veins up to his head. He felt so drunk that he gave in to
its force, almost weightless ran to the edge of the cliff and jumped
with a mighty jump into the void. From the village one could spot
him only as a dot. But one could not see him tumble. Eagle-like he
rose upward, ever higher, until he could finally see lakes, rivers,
and plains in their unbelievable smallness.
Readers will differ in their response to Sasdi's sparse and vigorous
prose that, although also a love story, avoids all romantic sensitivity in favor
of a hardy earthiness. The author's historical studies have given him a
thorough understanding of eighteenth century peasant life in a remote
village situated on a pass route, and the sublime hides behind dense
descriptions of nature's and people's caprice. The decision to leave home
for the unknowns of Carolina is formed only hesitantly as a step of last
resort and seems driven more by an incomprehensible fate than by human
rationality. The book is a jewel of a poetic imagination that unites factual
knowledge of a world long gone with a unique grasp of the
incomprehensible depths of human experience.
Leo Schelbert
University of Illinois at Chicago
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SAHS ANNUAL REPORT 2006
43RDSAHS ANNUAL MEETING
Madison A venue Presbyterian Church
921 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10021

1. AGENDA FOR THE BUSINESS MEETING
2.

REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Meeting,
Juerg Siegenthaler
B. President's Report
Heinz Bachmann
C. Elections Report
Rosa Schupbach
D. Membership Report,
Ernest Thurston
E. Treasurer's Report
GionMatthias Schelbert
F.

Audit Report,
Ernest Thurston

G. SAHS Publications
Dwight Page
H. Report on SAHS-Switzerland
Fred Jenny
3.

PROGRAM FOR THE AFTERNOON MEETING
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FORTY-THIRD SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 7, 2006, New York

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call to Order
2. Approval of the Minutes of the 42nd Annual Meeting of Oct. I, 2005
3. President's Report: Hein z B. Bachmann
4. Special Report on Swiss Roots: Ambassador Raymond Loretan and/or
Roots project manager
5. Elections: Board of Advisors, Class of 2006-2009: Rosa Schupbach
6. Membership Report: Ernest Thurston
7. Treasurer's Report: GionMatthias Schelbert
8. Audit Report: Ernest Thurston
9. Report on SAHS Review: Prof H. Dwight Page
10. Report on SAHS-Switzerland: Fred Jenny
11. New Business
12. Next Annual Meeting
13. Adjournment

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol43/iss1/8

70

et al.: Full Issue
Review

70

[February

2. Reports
A. Minutes of the Forty-Third Annual Business Meeting of
the Swiss American Historical Society
New York, NY October 7, 2007

1. The meeting is called to order at 10:05 AM.
2.

Last year's minutes are approved unanimously.

3. President's Report
Various donations are gratefully acknowledged.
The President reviews the publication projects and suggests that
new books be launched in special events in the future.
The book editorship is transferred from Leo Schelbert to Jtirg
Siegenthaler.
The Society lent support and advice to various contacts here and
abroad. In the coming year, it will support a number of new projects such as
the Lesquereux Archive and a research project on current Swiss emigration,
named Out of Switzerland. The sense of the Meeting is to lend support to the
latter only once field work has started successfully.
The President thanks Rosa Schupbach, Fred Jenny, and the other officers for
their services.

4.

Special Report on Swiss Roots

Daniel Hunn, Deputy Consul General, reported on the achievements of
the Swiss Roots project, which fosters interconnectedness between the one
million Americans of Swiss descent and their country of origin
Special events took place in a number of locations in the U.S. this year.
Media coverage and participation by celebrities gave the project a good
profile.
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The network of organizations that were involved is to be maintained.
Presence Switzerland will continue to promote research, science, and
education initiatives throughout next year.
The exhibition on Ellis Island, "Small Numbers-Big
to the Landesmuseum in Zurich.

Impact," will go

The Swiss Roots website was very successful and will be continued as a
permanent resource.

5.

Elections

All members of the 2003-2006 class of the Board of Advisors are renominated to serve as the Class of 2007-2009:
Franz von Arx, Susan Keller, Dwight Page, Simone Schoch, and
David Sutton.
They are unanimously elected.

6.

Membership Report

The membership saw a three-percent increase; there were fewer dropouts and more new members, including two new life members. Twenty
percent of members come to the annual meeting.
The President reminds us that we still need to improve. A survey
provided clues on how to recruit new members, including personal contacts.
Better contacts with Swiss societies are suggested, as well as a new flyer
and its placement. The Review could be used in a targeted fashion. A
website will be developed by GionMatthias Schelbert and Ernest Thurston
jointly.

7.

Treasurer's Report

See the data provided below. It is suggested that part of the Society's
assets be moved to a somewhat less profitable, but more stable and
conservative, account. The sense of the meeting is in support of that. The
accounts overall and the proposed budget for 2006-07 are approved
unanimously.
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Audit

Ernest Thurston will be submitting an auditing report , to be
published in the Review.

9.

SAHS Review

Various excellent articles are forthcoming.
There is a new
translator available. It is our experience that most contributors will become
members. It is suggested that the Review will be represented at scholarly
meetings such as the MLA's in order to heighten exposure.

10. Report on SAHS Switzerland
There were unfortunately some years of inactivity. Starting in
January, Fred Jenny will take action: contact members, organize meetings in
Switzerland, obtain dues, and expand the membership.

11. No New Business

12. Next year's Annual Meeting will be on Saturday , October 6, 2007 , in
Washington, DC.

13. Adjournment
The meeting is adjourned at 12:30 PM.

Submitted by Jtirg Siegenthaler, Recording Secretary
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B. President's Report
Welcome and call to order. Before we start the business of the day, let me
extend a special welcome to Mr. Daniel Hunn, Deputy Consul General,
representing Ambassador Loretan who actually is out of the country. Mr.
Hunn is going to bring us up-to-date on the Swiss Roots project. This might
well be our last contact with Mr. Hunn - at least for a while - as he is
scheduled to leave his present position in New York within the next few
days. We wish you much success in your new assignment as Economic
Counselor at the Swiss Embassy in Moscow. By the way - as most of you
probably know already - Ambassador Loretan is also scheduled to take over
a new assignment soon and is likely to leave New York within the next few
months.
Let me also welcome Fred Jenny, the Society's Vice President
Switzerland, who made the long trip from Zurich not only because of this
meeting, but mostly because of it. As you have seen on the agenda, he will
inform us later on this morning about what is going on over there.
One quick point about the program. When the invitations were sent out,
it was not yet clear whether there would be a reception at the end of the day.
It is clear now. Mr. Hunn has graciously invited all participants to a
reception starting around 5 o'clock at the residence of Ambassador Loretan,
which is within walking distance. Rosa Schupbach will provide directions.

Donations. Before reporting on last year's activities, let me first express our
sincere thanks to a number of generous donors. First and foremost, to the
Swiss Society of New York, which donated $1,000 collected during their
traditional Winter Ball. If the rumor mill is correct, the suggestion to donate
the proceedings of this year's raffle to our Society came from Dr. Ammann
Durrer. Hence, our thanks also to her for having thought about us. Secondly,
to the Paroz family who made an additional contribution of $500 to their
earlier endowment; as you will learn in a moment, we propose to spend it
immediately. Finally, as Ernie Thurston, our Membership Secretary will
report in a minute, the Society received two new life memberships.
Book publishing. The most spectacular event of the year, clearly, was
publication of the Ammann Family Genealogy, translated by Dr. Margot
Ammann Durrer and largely financed by her family. This beautiful work is
sticking out as a real jewel among the long line of books published by our
society over the years. Both Dr.Durrer and Picton Press deserve much credit
for this. As you know, this afternoon we are going to hear some personal
reminiscences by Dr. Durrer, this time not about her famous bridge-building
father but about her also well known dentist husband.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol43/iss1/8
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Less spectacular but equally important was the substantial additional
work done during the year on Lesquereux, based on extensive research
carried out in the US as well as in Switzerland. As a result, this publication
has expanded from a straight forward translation of Lesquereuxs Lettres
Ecrites d'Amerique into a much more ambitious, exciting book about this
remarkable bryologist from Neuchatel, the men and the scientists of his
time. Much credit for these major improvements goes to Donald Tritt and
Wendy Everham who have invested much time, and considerable financial
resources, in this endeavor. Their efforts are much appreciated. The text is
now ready to go to the printer, and the book will be distributed within a few
months.
Concerning the Otto Wyss book, translation has been completed and the
draft is now being worked over carefully by the editor. As mentioned at last
year's Annual Meeting, much of the translation costs were covered by the
Wyss family. With some luck the book might be ready before the end of the
new fiscal year. As I shall mention later, we plan to use the publication of
both the Lesquereux and the Wyss books as occasions to organize formal
book launchings as one means of getting our Society better known and,
hence, to increase membership.
Finally, a last very important event concerning book publishing was the
change of the Society's book editor. After 26 years Leo Schelbert has
resigned - this time, it seems, definitely - having served the last year or so
as de facto editor after Nicole Butz's resignation. I am very pleased to report
that our recording secretary Dr. Jtirg Siegenthaler , Professor Emeritus at
American University, has agreed to take over, his first project being the Otto
Wyss book.

In a brief ceremony, Wendy Everham (in absentia), Donald Tritt, and Leo
Schelbert are each presented with some bottles of wine in recognition of
their outstanding services to the Society.
The SAHS Review, in its first two editions of the year, published three quite
different but equally outstanding articles; the very personal memoirs of
Ellen Carney-Ernst a 1940s immigrant about her childhood in Zurich; a
scholarly article by Prof. Mannone of Hiwassee College about the life and
work of the distinguished physicist and 1925 immigrant Fritz Zwicky; and a
very carefully researched history of the Imesch family from the Upper
Valais, by Marianne Burkhard, based in part on an interview with the 2nd
generation immigrant Bishop Imesch of Joliet, IL. Ellen Carney's article
was based on her book From Here ...... to There, copies of which are on
display here today. In the budget for the coming year that will be discussed
in a minute it is proposed to award a $500 Gonzenbach prize to Ellen
Carney for her charming book. Also, the Society plans to buy a few copies
of the book for special occasions.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2007
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Let me use this occasion to quickly say a few words about prizes and
awards. As you may remember, in the mid-l 990s the Society had received
two endowments from the Paroz and Gonzenbach families to be used to
grant awards or prizes for specially deserving projects like the Steinhauer
film. The last time these awards were granted was in 2000. We felt it was
time to restart this tradition, not least out of respect and gratitude to the
donors and considering that there were two outstanding candidates. A
second will be proposed in a minute.
As was the case last year, the Review's June issue was somewhat
special. It presented a single article prepared by Dr. Margot Ammann
Durrer. Her text both summarizes and complements the Ammann book
by presenting a number of interesting and amusing family stories not
included there, sometimes, as she mentioned herself, going beyond the
limits of a faithful archivist and indulging in a bit of fantasy ....There is
of course, nothing wrong with that as long as it is done knowingly.
In the coming year, it is proposed to follow the same approach, with two
issues of the traditional kind and one focusing on a single subject.
As usual, there were numerous requests for help and advice.
Concerning advice, the new Swiss Roots website was a big help for
answering genealogical/family related questions. Other questions, however,
were more difficult to answer such as how to find a picture of the Hotel San
Gotthardo in San Francisco around 1900 to be used in an upcoming Swiss
film on Ticinese immigration; or what the abbreviations L. s. and D. stood for
indicating the currency used in a wine advertisement published on January
4, 1817 in the Feuille d'Avis des Montagnes, a Neuchatel newspaper. The
first questioner was referred to the Pro Ticino North California Swiss Club;
on the second question, which came from one of our own members, I did
some research, learned a lot but found no definitive answer.
On help, i.e. financial help and assistance, the Society received several
requests and has provided - or in some cases promised - support for a
number of projects. The most important by far is the film Citizen Fred. It
tells the story of an 18 year old Swiss farm boy who emigrated to California
to work on his uncle's farm but within 18 months finds himself drafted and
sent to Korea to fight in the frontlines in spite of his lack of citizenship and
limited knowledge of English. Today he still lives in California as a happy
grandfather. Mr. Stich, the Swiss filmmaker, had approached the Society
last December; we felt the project was worth supporting and that a grant of
$1,000 would be appropriate. It is included in the proposed new budget in
the form of a Paroz award. However, given the relatively high amount Mr.
Stich was informed that the expenditure - which of course had not been
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budgeted for - needed prior approval by the Annual Meeting. He had no
problem with that; his only request was for a very formal looking letter from
the President expressing the Society's strong support for the project, which
he could then use in his fund-raising efforts in Switzerland. Obviously, he
was successful in this endeavor. In August the Society was informed that the
film had been completed and would be presented publicly at the Embassy on
Nov. 9. As you have seen in the Annual Meeting invitation, it will be shown
privately at the end of this afternoon.
In the context of the exhibition Small Number - Big Impact on Ellis
Island this summer, the Verein Migrationsmuseum published a book with
the same title in German and English presenting a number of short
biographies of famous Swiss immigrants. Leo Schelbert was part of the
panel of distinguished authors. At one stage we were considering a bulk
purchase of the book for distribution to our members but found the quoted
price of $30 plus delivery very unattractive; it would have resulted in total
costs of close to $9,000. However, if you are interested you will find a stack
of flyers about the book on the tables to your right to take home.
Through the Consulate General in Chicago, the Society was approached
by a free-lance Swiss journalist for some support of her trip to the US to writ
about Tell City Indiana. A $500 grant was approved. During and after a
lunch at the Consulate General Leo Schelbert had the opportunity to talk
with the journalist at length, among others about our Society and in two of
her articles published in Swiss newspapers SAHS was mentioned.
A very different kind of request - for less than $100 - was received from
and granted to a Swiss exchange student at a high school in Iowa. It was
covering part of the costs of her going on a one-week missionary trip to
Honduras with her class to expand the students' vision of the world through
service and bringing help to poor children. How on earth she had learned
about our Society has remained a mystery.
For this coming year, two new project proposals have been submitted to the
Society for possible financial help.
First the Lesquereux family, with the help of Donald Tritt, plans to
create a Lesquereux Archive - possibly at the Ohio State University Library
- to bring together and safeguard the large number of documents collected
with great efforts by them and by Donald during the course of preparing the
Lesquereux book. This certainly is a worthwhile undertaking deserving our
Society's support. The project would fit nicely into the formal New-BookRelease planed in Columbus, OH for next spring. In the proposed budget for
the coming year, a grant of $1,000 is included for approval.
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Second, a few weeks ago, an application for help was received from a
Mr. Franz Ebner for a research project Out of Switzerland. This multi-year
study would focus on the question why some 30,000 Swiss emigrate
annually, what their motives are and how these decisions are taken.
Interviews with Swiss emigrants are planned in the Chicago and Frankfurt
areas. This, obviously, is an undertaking much in line with SAHS interests.
Close contacts seem to have been established with the Association of Swiss
Abroad, The Federal Office of Migration in Bern, and the Federal Dept. of
the Interior. But so far, no financing has been forthcoming. Leo has
accepted to act as a scientific advisor to the project and had a lengthy
discussion with Mr. Ebner. Considering the early stage of the project, it is
not proposed to appropriate any funds in this year's budget. Instead, we
propose that the Society send a formal letter to Mr. Ebner stating that SAHS
fully supports the project and would be inclined to participate financially
next year, once field work has started successfully. Not legally binding, but
morally binding.
In concluding, I would like to extend my thanks to a number of Society
members who have played an important role in last year's activities. Among
my fellow officers, my first thanks go to Rosa Schupach, Vice President
North-America, who has almost single handedly planned and organized this
Annual Meeting, as usual making good use of her vast network of friends
and acquaintances in New York. Second to Fred Jenny, Vice President
Switzerland, freshly back from his temporary de-retirement in Abidjan; he
started with enthusiasm the difficult task of re-activating and re-organizing
the Society's Swiss chapter, as he will explain in a minute. GionMatthias
Schelbert as treasurer; Ji.irg Siegenthal as recording secretary - and now also
as book editor; and Ernie Thurston as the experienced old-hand membership
secretary deserve our thanks for their highly appreciated and invaluable
help; so does Dwight Page for his services as editor of the Review. Last but
not least, I continued to rely heavily on inspiration and advice from two old
society hands, Marianne Burkhard and Leo Schelbert, for which I am deeply
grateful.
Talking about inspiration and advice, let me finish by mentioning that
last night a meeting of the Society's officers had been organized, the first
anybody can remember. Being dispersed throughout the entire US, the
evening before the Annual Meeting is virtually the only time in the year the
officers can meet together. We had a very useful, informal exchange of
views on a number of issues; hopefully it can be repeated next year and
eventually become part of the Society's regular procedures.
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C. Elections
The terms of the Board of Advisors, Class of 2003-2006 having expired,
Rosa Schupbach, member of SAHS's Nominating Committee contacted the
five old members who all agreed to be reelected as the Class of 2006-2009.
No other candidates were proposed at the Annual Meeting and the slate of
five was reelected unanimously viz. Franz von Arx, Susan Keller, H.
Dwight Page, Simone Schoch, and David Sutton.

D. Membership Report
To:
From:

Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
Ernie Thurston, Membership secretary

Subject:

Annual Membership Report, 09/30/2006

IN BRIEF: We have 253 current members, a 4% increase over the 243
reported last year at this time.
The number of new members has TRIPLED (from 6 the previous year).
AND the number not renewing has been cut by over half, thanks (it
appears) to the hard work of President Heinz Bachmann.
We have THREE new LIFE members this year, The Rev. Walter Jacob
Baer, Ms. Maralyn Wellauer, and Peter Herdeg. And I want to recognize
and thank Mr.Gerard Paroz ($500) and the Swiss Society of New York
($1000) for their extra and most generou s contributions.

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:

Membership Type
Regular ($50/yr.)
Student ($25/yr.)
Institution ($75/yr.)
Life Members
Complimentary

US/Canada
118
1
13
41
30
203

Switz./Other
29
2
4
7

Total
147
3
17
48

_a

..18.

50

253

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2005 to 09/30/2006
Members as of 10/01/2005
243
Plus: New Members Enrolled
22
Plus: Former Members (not "Current " last year) who have rejoined
0
-8
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
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Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
Current Members, 09/30/2005

253

:..1

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK .. .... .. .. ... .. 1
KY .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 1
NJ ...... .... .. .. .. 5
VA ............... 7
CA ... .. .. .. .. .. 13
LA ... ...... ... .. . 3
NV ............... 2
VT .... .... .. ... .. 2
CO ............... 1
MA .............. 3
NY ............. 24
W A2 ............. .
CT .. .... .. .. ... .. 1
MD ..... .. .. ..... 8
OH .... .. ..... .. 10
WI .. .. .. ... .. .. 19
DC ............... 6
ME .............. 1
OR ............... 2
WV .............. 1
DE ............... 3
MI ................ 1
PA ............... 8
BC, Canada . 1
RI ................ 1
ON, Canada. 2
FL ................ 3
MN .............. 8
GA ............... 2
MO .............. 1
SC ................ 5
QB, Canada . 1
SD ... .. .... .. ... . 2
Germany ... .. . 1
HI .. ......... .. .. . 1
MS ... .. .. .... .. .. 1
IA ................ 2
MT .............. 1
TN ............... 5
Switzerland 49
IL ............... 22
NC ............... 8
TX ............... 4
IN ................ 4
NH . .. .. .. .. .. .... 2
UT ..... .. .. ... .. . 3

Comments by Heinz Bachmann, President:
Let me add a few words to what Ernie just reported so as to put things in
perspective and report on action undertaken during last year.
1. This is the first time in 4 years the Society did not suffer a net loss
of members, but actually showed a small increase (+ 10 versus 22).
See Annex Table 1: SAHS Membership Annual Losses and Gains
2. Half of the improvement is due to a sharp fall in the number of
drop-outs (from 28 to 12). Different from Ernie's remark, this
resulted almost entirely from his particularly strong efforts to
follow up on non-payers; just not taking no for an answer. 1st
notice, 2 nd notice, telephone call. The number of 12 is way below
the average of the last 10 years (35.9)
3. Half resulted from a sharp rebound in new recruitments from the
extremely low level of last year (6 to 22) - for which I might claim
some minor credit - but the number still remained below the 10
year average (25).
4. In spite of these one-year improvements the Society clearly is not
out of the woods yet; the situation remains fragile and the outlook
uncertain. Major efforts to increase membership are still needed.

As you might remember, the issue of declining membership and of possible
counter-measures was discussed at some length last year. Among others it
was suggested that a limited survey be conducted to provide information
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about where to look for prospective members and how to contact them. In
the spring I carried out such a survey among the nearly 70 members who
had joined the Society during the previous eight years and were still
members at the time. The assumption was that these relatively new members
would resemble the most closely the kind of people the Society would like
to recruit. 32 answers were received. The response rate varied from a very
satisfactory 61 % for individual members in the US, to only 10% in
Switzerland, and zero for institutional members. Hence, the results are
representative only for individual members in the US; however, given that
over the last eight years this group accounted for 75% of the total number of
new entrants, these data are still very useful.[A two-page summary of the
survey results is provided in the Annex ].

Who are these new members?
1. They are surprisingly old. Nearly 90% of the 32 respondents are
over 50; none younger than 31.
These findings are in line with the brutal experience I made last
spring when I mailed out 100 flyers about our Society to all Swiss
working at the World Bank and the IMF or had retired from these
institutions.
I thought - naively as it turned out - that among this fairly
sophisticated group of immigrants one could expect some interest in
SAHS. Wrong! From the 80 presently employed Swiss- ranging
mostly from their late 20ies to their late 40ies - the response was
zero, zilch. Only from the 20 retirees did three positive answers
come back, all former colleagues and friends of mine.
2. Given this obvious lack of interest among younger people it is not
surprising that over half of the respondents are retired.
3. Most of them must have been living in the US for quite some time;
even though half said they were 1st generation immigrants, 61 %
indicated English as their mother tongue.
4. They are spread over 17 states, with 5 states accounting for over
half of the total: New York, Wisconsin 4 each; New Jersey,
Tennessee, California 3 each.

What made these new members join SAHS?
1. Nearly 60% were introduced to SAHS through friends/colleagues.
Clearly, in the past this was by far the most effective way of
recruiting new members. The late Charles Ziegler was among the
names mentioned most often in this respect. SAHS publications
( 17%) were a distant second; internet and professors well behind.
2. Nearly half mentioned Swiss history as their main field of interest
well ahead of Swiss-American-relations;
genealogy; and
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immigration (about 18 - 15 % each). This should be kept in mind
by the editor of the SAHS Review.

How could these prospective, new members best be reached?
1. About a third are members of a Swiss Club. Hence, a SAHS
presence at some key Swiss Club events could reach a substantial
number of prospective members. This motivated the Society's
participation at this year's August 1st celebration of the New York
Swiss Club, with Elsbeth Reimann and Jiirg Siegenthaler holding
the fort. While it is too early to know the concrete results of this
effort, clearly the Society's booth had attracted much interest. We
should seriously think about repeating this activity elsewhere.
The New York experience also highlighted the need for creating
our own website.
Many interested visitors immediately inquired about the SAHS
website.
2.

3.

Concerning the idea of advertising in a select number of
periodicals or have them publish articles about the Society, the
survey results are fairly clear:
a. There is only one periodical, the Swiss Review, that is read
by a sufficiently large number of respondents (2/3), to
make an effort clearly worthwhile. An article about SAHS
has been prepared and submitted for publication, possibly
in the November issue.
b. Five percent of the respondents read the The New Swiss
Journal making it a marginal candidate for advertising.
c. About a third are members of a Historical Association and
read their publications. But of the 21 such associations
mentioned, only one (Wisconsin Historical Soc.) was
mentioned more than once. Hence, little could be expected
of advertising in any of their periodicals.
d. Six (20%) are members of eleven different Genealogical
Associations and read their publications; none was
mentioned more than once.

Concerning the idea of the Society making itself better known
among professors and students at colleges and universities, the
survey results are not encouraging: only 3 (10%) of the
respondents are full time professors and none are students. Given
this low rate, and considering the general lack of interest among
young people (as mentioned before) this idea has not been pursued
further.
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4.

Last year we also discussed the possibility of using the publication
of new books as an occasion for making the Society better known,
by organizing well-publicized, formal new-book-releases or book
launchings at appropriate locations. There are plans to do this with
the Lesquereux book next spring (Columbus, OH) and with the
Otto Wyss book as soon as it will be ready (Southern California).

5.

We had also discussed the possibility of displaying some
promotional material about the Society in the ante-rooms of the
different Consulates General as local Swiss Clubs have been doing
for years. An attractive but expensive way would be to regularly
send a number of additional copies of the Review for display [each
Consulate General receives one copy anyway]. But we could also
up-date and re-issue the very attractive flyer prepared five years
ago and send a small stock to each CG to be replenished regularly
according to demand - so as not to make it a one-shot effort as the
Society did in 2002. I discussed this idea with the deputy CG in
Washington and found him very supportive. His only negative
remark was that very few Swiss ever show up in his ante-room;
only to renew their passports. More could be reached if the
promotional material could be displayed at the numerous cultural
events organized by the Embassy and the CGs. We are looking
into this.

6.

Finally, the Wisconsin experience. Traditionally, Wisconsin had a
particularly large number of SAHS members. But, like
everywhere else, membership fell sharply during the early 2000s.
Different from everywhere else, however, it has since fully
recovered. As a result, in Wisconsin there is today one SAHS
member for every 300,000 inhabitants compared with nearly
800,000 in New York and over 2 mo. in California.
This atypical trend can be explained largely by the close working
relationship established with the New Glarus Historical Society
during preparation of the special issue of the Review on New
Glarus as well as by the much improved relations with the Swiss
Center of North America. While it would certainly not be
appropriate to select future articles to be published in the Review
primarily from the perspective of how best to recruit new
members, this aspect should always be kept in mind.
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To sum up, it is proposed that during this year the membership recruitment
drive focus on six actions:
1. Increased SAHS participation in key Swiss Club events, such as
Aug. I celebrations. As the New York experience has shown, this
would seem by far the most effective way to recruit new members;
almost as effective as the late Dr. Ziegler. However, it is a very
demanding undertaking, not so much financially as humanly.
Outside New York, Washington DC., and the Chicago area, where
could sufficient numbers of volunteers be found? Hence, a call to
arms; suggestions are welcome, volunteers even more.
2. Creation of a SAHS own website.
3. Organization of one or two formal, well-publicized new-book
launchings.
4. Some possible advertising in The New Swiss Journal.
5. Displaying promotional material in most or all of the seven
Consulates General. Publication of a new flyer?
6. Using the Review more systematically and purposefully as a means
of attracting new members by giving increased importance to
articles on Swiss history and by publishing more New Glarus type
issues.
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E. Treasurer's Report
by GionMatthias Schelbert, Treasurer

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE SWISS AMERICAN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
For the 2005-2006 Fiscal Year (Oct.1 2005 to Sept. 30, 2006)
Submitted to the Annual Membership Meeting, Oct. 7, 2006, in New York Ci1
BALANCE SHEET

Opening
Closing
10/1/2005 9/30/2006
2,596 .42 4,003 .95
72,416 .13 79,244 .33

ASSETS
ASSETS

101 Checking Account
102 Vanguad ST AR Fund

ASSETS

103 Capital Assets

0.00

0.00

ASSETS

104 Petty Cash

0.00

0.00

ASSETS

105 Pre-Paid Expenses

TOTAL ASSET.

167.80

0.00

75,180.35

83,248 .28

LIABILTIES

201 Accounts Payable

0.00

0.00

LIABILTIES

202 Restricted Funds

0.00

0.00

LIABILTIES

203 Other Payables

0.00

0.00

EQUITY

299 Net Worth

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

OPERATING
STATEMENT
INCOME

(75 ,180.35) (83,248.28)

Amount
301 Annual Dues

8,034 .00

302 Donations

5,425 .00

INCOME

305 Vanguard STAR

Dividends

306 Vanguard Capital

Appreciation 5,309 .38
19,649 .67

EXPENSES

403 Postage, Administr .

EXPENSES

404 Publications

EXPENSES

408 Honorariums

881 .29

3,673.47
Includes cost of shipping SAH s
Journals
5,594 .00 Includes $5,000 translation to
Wyss Book
12,051.47
7,598 .20

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2005-2006 FY
INCOME
301 Annual Dues : US
301 Annual Dues : Swiss
302 Donations

7,000 .00
Branch

2,500 .00
0.00

INCOME

303 Meeting Fees

0.00

INCOME

304 Book Sales

0.00

INCOME
INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

$3 ,500 from Wyss Family
Foundation

2,784.00

TOTAL EXPENS
NET INCOME

INCOME
INCOME

I

(75 ,180.35) (83,248.28)

INCOME

INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

NOTES:

305 Vanguard ST AR Fund Dividends
1,600 .00
306 Vanauard Capital
Appreciation 2,000 .00
13,100.00
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EXPENSES

401 Annual Meeting

0.00

EXPENSES

402 Donations

0.00

EXPENSES
EXPENSES
EXPENSES
EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENS

403 Postage, Administr .
404 Publication , Review
404 Publication, books
405 Professional Services

500.00
5,500.00
8,100 .00
600 .00
14,700.00

Lesquereux 5,600 ; Wyss 1,500
Membership drive

SAHS; PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2006-2007
Income
301
Annual Dues: US
301
Annual Dues: Switzerland
302
Donations
303
Annual Meeting Fees
304
Book Sales
340
Vanguard STAR Fund Dividends
306
Vanguard Capital Appreciation
307
Life Membership Paid

7,000
2,000

1,500
2,000
500

Total Income

13,000

Expenses
401
Annual Meeting
402
Donations / Grants
403
Postage, Stationary & Admin.
404
Publication, Review
404
Publication , books
405
Legal & Professional Services

2,500
500
5,500
10,500
1,000

Total Expenses

20,000

Net Result

- 7,000

Additional Notes:
Annual Meeting Fees (303) and Expenses (401) are netted out
Donations/ Grants (402)
Gonzenbach Award to Ellen Carney
Paroz Award to Theo Stich
Contribution to Lesquereux Archive

500
1,000
1,000

Publication, books (404)
Lesquereux,
printing and distribution
New-Book-Release, Columbus
Otto Wyss
printing and distribution

5,000
500
5,000
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Legal & Professional Services (405)
expenses related to the membership drive; advertisements

At first glance, the new budget might look like one of those
irresponsible, unsustainable proposals, cooked up so often by our policy
makers; with expenditures exceeding expected revenues by nearly 50% and
a deficit exceeding 50% of revenues. However, there are a number of
mitigating circumstances.
The largest single expenditure item, publication of the Lesquereux book
and the related new-book release, is not a new budget request but simply a
rollover. A somewhat larger amount had been included in last year's budget,
and even in the budget of the previous year. Instead of having been spent
during the last two years, these funds will be spent during this year.
Disregarding this one expenditure item the projected deficit would reach no
more than a very manageable $1,400.
On the revenue side, returns on the Society's investments, as usual, are
difficult to project. In the past - as we have just learned - SAHS has been
doing very well indeed. Projections for the coming year are cautiously
optimistic. Collection of annual dues remained substantially below budget
last year as once again no funds were received from Switzerland. As Fred
Jenny will explain in a moment, there are good reasons to assume that the
Society's Swiss chapter will finally resume transferring funds to the US
account on a regular basis.
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F. Audit Report
As mentioned in the Treasurer's Report, the Society's accounts will be
audited by Ernie Thurston once the final bank statements have been
received. His audit report will be submitted to the President for publication
in the SAHS Review as an annex to the Annual Meeting Report.

G. Report on SAHS Review
by H. Dwight Page, Editor of the SAHS Review
The most noteworthy thing regarding the SAHS Review this year is the fact
that there has been a marked increase in contributions by faculty members
from across the United States and Europe. In 2006-2007 readers will see
articles and book reviews written by faculty representing the University of
Lausanne, St. Mary's College of California, the University of Illinois at
Chicago, Brigham Young University, and SUNY Potsdam. Readers should
be aware that these contributors often do become members of the Society, so
I would be grateful if you would encourage your local college and university
faculty in departments of History, Political Science, English, French,
German, Religion and Philosophy to submit brief articles and book reviews
to me for consideration. Articles and book reviews published in the Review
are used nationwide by faculty in the annual professional review and tenure
review process. Deans and tenure committees regularly acknowledge and
accept research for our Society in making promotion and tenure decisions.
Indeed colleagues have told me on several occasions that their deans and
colleagues at leading universities have commented quite favorably upon the
quality of the research appearing in the SAHS Review. Therefore, any
contacts which you readers might make on the Society's behalf with your
local colleges and universities can definite! y be beneficial to our Society's
membership recruitment process. Persons wishing to submit a contribution
to the Review for consideration for possible publication should contact me
with a brief description of their project at: pagedwig@hiwassee.edu.
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H. Report on SAHS Activities in Switzerland
by Fred Jenny, Vice President (Switzerland)
President Bachmann, Consul General Hunn,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
'The Swiss American Historical Society in Switzerland'. I could now just
state: "It has been sleeping" for a number of years", and close.
You elected me Vice President for Switzerland almost exactly one year ago.
Two weeks later, I could take over the 'dormant' files from my predecessor.
She and her own predecessor let 'SAHS in Switzerland' sleep for a long
time. A very few days later, I had to depart for the Swiss Embassy in
Abidjan unexpectedly for my fifth assignment in Africa.
In the meantime, 'SAHS in Switzerland' unfortunately continued to sleep.
Due to these years of inactivity, many obligations have been neglected. No
meeting of members in Switzerland has been organized. Since no invoices
were sent out, no dues have come in, particularly for 2006.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

In order to correct this, I pledge to take the following actions, beginning in
January because I will be travelling until then:
Inform the members in Switzerland about the present situation; and
encourage them to remain on board.
Organi ze a meeting in Switzerland. In my view, this can only be done in
Zurich, geographically the really central point of Switzerland.
Since members in Switzerland have continued to receive the SAHS
publications, I will make an effort to obtain their dues retroactively.
We also have to try to expand membership in Switzerland.
And finally contribute again to the budget of SAHS.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I therefore suggest that you further extend your patience with Switzerland and me! - at this point. I am confident that this might finally produce
positive results.
Thank you!

(There were no questions by the audience.)
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I. Next Annual Meeting
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled to take place on Saturday, Oct. 6,
2007 at the Embassy of Switzerland in Washington DC.
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Annexes
SAHS Membership, Annual Losses and Gains, 1996-2006

SAHS Questionnaire, Summary Table

Audit Report 2005 - 2006
To be prepared and submitted by Ernie Thurston

SAHS Membership Annual Losses and Gains, 1996 - 2006
Drop-out
Old members

New members
enrolled

Net
-

2005/6

12

22

+ 10

2004/5

28

6

- 22

2003/4

25

15

- 10

2002/3

57

13

- 44

2001/2

26

37

+ 11

2000/1

22

8

- 14

1999/0

41

28

- 13

1998/9

34

59 1/

+ 25 1/

1997/8

33

20

- 13

1996/7

81

44

- 37

Total (all IO years) 359
Annual average
35.9

252
25.2

- 107
- 10.7

Total (last 6 years) 170
Annual average
28.3

101
16.8
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1/ including 7 old members who rejoined
Bae 10/8/05 / Sept. 2006 / 11/28/06

SAHS Questionnaire, Summary Table
Mother Tongue
English
German
French

Age
31 - 50
4
over50
28
(of which at least 5 over 70)
Total
32

32

State of Residence
East
New York
4*
New Jersey
3
Maryland
1

Center North
Center South
3
Illinois
2
Tennessee
Iowa
1
1
Georgia* *
1
Louisiana
Michigan
1
Minnesota
2
Missouri
1
Ohio
1
Wisconsin
4
12
5
Total
8
* incl. 3, residing part time in Switzerland
** joined in Georgia, now residing in Switzerland
Profession
Retired
No detail
Librarian
Teacher
Hotel management
Gov. /coin business
Clothing designer
Consul General
Attorney
Doctor/ I 2rofessor
Total

7½
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
16½

Ancestry
1st gen.
16 ½

3rd gen.
7

2 nd gen.

3 Y2

Active
Legal secretary
Swiss Center of NA
Network technician
Labor relations
Landscaping architect
Insurance, finance
President (?)
Attorney
Engineer/ /2rofessor

over 3
2 Y2

1
½
1
1
1
3
1
1
4
13½

none
1 Y2

West
Alaska
1
Washington 1
1
Oregon
1
Nevada
California
3

7

Others
Mom
Housewife

1
1

2

n.a.
1

Total
32

Remark: if a couple has two different ancestries each is counted as one half
person
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1st Contacts with SAHS
professor/ advisor
friends / colleagues
internet
SAHS publications
others
n.a.
Total

2
17½
2½
4
4
2
32

What attracted you towards SAHS?
Swiss immigration
3.9 (10)
Swiss-American relations
4.9 (12)
Swiss history in general
14.8 (26)
genealogy
5.1 ( 13)
free publications
1.6 ( 5)
help and advice
0.7 ( 2)
31.0 (68)

Remarks: The question on attraction allowed multiple answers. 21 of the
respondents took advantage of this possibility, some listing as many as 5
different attractions; 7 indicated Swiss history as their one and only interest;
one listed immigration only, one Swiss-American relations, and one
genealogy. In toto 68 attractions were listed as detailed in the second
column. In the first column answers were weighted by the number of
attractions indicated by each respondent, e.g. for a respondent indicating
three attractions each of these was entered in the respective line with 1/3,
etc. This adds up to a total of 31 plus one no-answer.

Member of a Swiss Club
Yes
Very active
Moderately
Not active
Not member
No answer
Total

11
( 5)
( 2)

Member of a Historical
Association
14
Yes
( 7)
Active
(12)
Reading publication

Member of a Genealogical
Association
Yes
6
( 4)
Active
Reading publication ( 7)

( 4)

19

Not member

.lli

Not member

26

Total

32

_1

32

Total

32

Reading Habits
Swiss Review
The New Swiss Journal
Other journals on history,
genealogy, Switzerland
None of the above

21
6

Members of Academia who could be
contacted at a College or University
Full time
3
Part time
1

3
7

Bae 7/2006
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Audit Report 2005 - 2006
I have thoroughly examined the financial records and reports of the Swiss
American Historical Society for the fiscal year 2005-2006, as presented by
the Treasurer in his Annual Financial Report, and find everything accurate
and complete.
Asheville, North Carolina
Ernie Thurston
Decmber 11th , 2006
Auditor Appointed by President Heinz Bachmann

3. PROGRAM OF THE AFTERNOON MEETING
Moderator: Dr. Hein z B. Bachmann
1:30 p.m.

Stephen P. Halbrook, Ph.D., J.D.
"The Swiss and the Nazis." How the Alpine Republic
Survived in the Shadow of The Third Reich

2:30 p.m.

Break, Coffee, Halbrook Book Signing

2:45 p.m.

Margot Ammann Durrer, M.D.
"Reminiscences of Dr. Gustav Durrer"

3:15 p.m.

Break, Coffee

3:30 p.m.

Presentation of a Film by Theo Stich
"Citizen Fred-The American Dream"

* The meeting will be followed by a reception offered by the Consulate
General.
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SAHS APPLICATION FORM
Name ________________________

_

Address ______________________

_

City ______________________

_

Phone _____

Fax ____

Email: __________

Dues:

__
__
__
__

_
_

Individual $50.00 per year
Institution $75.00 per year
Student $25.00 per year
Life Membership $500.00

Make check payable to: SAHS
Mail this form, with your check to:
Ernest Thurston
Membership Secretary
65 Town Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28804
e-mail: eswisst@bellsouth.net

* Membership in the Swiss American Historical Society is open to all.
Members will receive each year three copies of the extremely interesting
Swiss American Historical Society Review , a personal copy of each book
published by the Society, and an invitation to attend the national meeting
of the Society, held consecutively in Philadelphia, New York and
Washington. At these national meetings members will have the
opportunity to meet fellow Swiss Americans and scholars in the fields of
Swiss and Swiss American History, Political Science, International
Relations , French, German and English Literature, Art, Music, Religion
and Philosophy, and will have the opportunity to establish new
friendships and professional relationships.
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Tl)e Ammann famil~

of
5cl)affl)ausen,
5vitzerland
1450-1950
b~·

Ernst Rudi
Translated
from the German
:Margot Ammann
Durrer

by

1
· _-_)_

'T'he Ammann famil~ · book was first published
,- , in 1950. It is a carefulh researched account of
,,_:, the famih's lineage froin the first documented
.. ancestor, Hans Ammann, in 1449 down to those
existing at the time of the book's original publication. Besides the individual lite sketches, one
finds a background
of the history
of
Schaffliausen, a bit of heraldic histon; and a historv of the Craft Guild,
all as pertains to this famil): The surname Amm'ann appears in all
German-speaking places awl in more recent ~rears is frequently found
iu Switzerland, less so in Germam:
One important source for this book was a genealogical register established for the city of Schaffhausen in 1744 which listed the city's families in alphabetfoal order. Anothersource was the tax register begun in
1396 along with records of government proceeclings begun in 1457 and
official documents in the city archives.
Over the course of several ~·ears the book, originally written in
German, was translated into English b)· ~fargot Ammann Durrer. She
attempted in her translation to make the formal style of the author
using old-fashioned expressions more understandable to the presentday reader and at the same time also added her own comments.
·A fascinating story.
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LETTERS WRITTEN

FROM AMERICA

1849-1853
LEOLESQUEREUX
Translation
by

from the French

H. Dwight

Biography

Page

and Illustrations

by Donald
G. Tritt
Introduction
and Editing
by Wendy

Everham

In his Letters Written from America composed 1849
and 1853 for the Revue Suisse, the Swiss immigrant Leo
Lesquereux (I806-I889),
a native of Fleurier in Canton
Neuchatel, offers an in-depth portrait of the United States.
In his extensive travels the deaf botanist observed white, red,
and black people, frontier life, as well as American institutions and assessed them from the
vantage point of a learned European newcomer. His essays, translated from the French by
H. Dwight Page, are preceded by a pioneering illustrated biography
written by Donald G. Tritt who has added a comprehensive list·
ing of Lesquereux's works and a rich set of pertinent genealogical data. In two essays Wendy Everham portrays first the
contours of the botanical scholar's cultural and
racial views, then traces the origins and the con·
text of his ideological outlook which renects typical mid-nineteenth century perspectives. The
·1
book intends to commemorate the 200th birthdahy of this SkwhissbAmericdanbotahnlisthwhdose..,-~-.:..
~ ~@•
_ ~,,__5.:...•::""":'f"~ sc o1ar 1y wor as een en uring w i e is i e· ,.,. ,.,.
·-·
· -~""
ological stance mirrors the radical limitations of
Lesquereux home, Columbus, Ohio
his times.
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